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Articie I. 
ADDRESS TO THE FRIENDS OF PEACE. 
a REMOVAL OF THE SOCIETY. 


Our friends are already apprized of the society’s removal 
from Hartford to Boston ; a step rendered necessary by the 
death of our lamented coadjutor, Witt1am Watson, and desir- 
able on account of the greater facilities which our present lo- 
cation will furnish for prosecuting the work to which we are 
devoted. 

Mr. Watson, one of the most ardent and indefatigable Ja- 
borers in the cause of peace that we have ever ‘known, was 
the mainspring of our operations in Hartford. He had started 
the Advocate of Peace on his own responsibility a year before 
we selected that place for the seat of our movements; and, 
finding him disposed to make great efforts and sacrifices for its 
continuance, and the work itself executed with much taste, 
and edited with uncommon ability, we adopted it as our organ, 
and merged in it our former periodical, the Calumet. ‘The 
bureau of the society must necessarily be where its organ is 
published ; and as the zeal of Mr. Watson bad rallied around 
him in Connecticut a large number of able and effective co- 
adjutors, there was little difficulty in selecting on the spot a 
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set of executive officers to whose hands the management of 
our concerns could be entrusted with entire confidence. The 
result is before the public. ‘The society has prospered, during 
the two years of its location at Hartford, beyond all former 
experience ; and its friends owe a tribute of respect and grati- 
tude, not only to their departed fellow-laborer, but to the gen- 
tlemen associated with him in the supervision of its affairs, one 
of whom, the Rev. Gustavus F’. Davis, D. D., late pastor of 
the First Baptist Church in Hartford, has also gone to receive 
from the God of peace the rewards promised to stke peace- 
maker. og 

We trust, however, that the cause will lose nothing by the 
society’s removal to Boston. It is obviously the best place 
for the seat of our operations that can be found in America. 
The focus of business, intelligence and religious influence to 
all that section of our country where the deepest interest has 
been taken in this cause, the metropolis of New England offers 
very peculiar facilities for the prosecution of our enterprise. 
It is a sort of moral observatory and light-house to the nation ; 
and froin its past services in the cause of liberty, benevolence 
and reform, we may confidently expect much aid in the great 
work of universal and permanent peace. ‘This resting-place 
of the Pilgrims was the cradle of foreign missions, the tem- 
perance reform, and many other enterprises that are now ral- 
lying the wise and the good in all parts of our country, and 
blessing the nation and the world. Here was blown in 1814 
the first blast that roused the friends of peace in our own and 
other lands, to the claims of this long-neglected cause; and 
the venerable man who blew those “angel-notes of universal 
peace and love, still lingers among us to rejoice in the prog- 
ress and brightening prospects of an enterprise to which he 
devoted the best energies of his life. We trust that the man- 
tle of Elijah has fallen upon more than one Elisha; and from 
the tried and able friends of our cause, clustered in larger num- 
bers around this city than any other place in America, we 
expect such aid in the publication of our periodical, and such 
support in our general operations, as will more than justify the 


society’s removal. 
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Il. PERIODICAL OF THE SOCIETY. 


This work, conducted hitherto with such ability as to com- 
mand a high degree of respect on both sides of the Atlantic, 
must of course pass into other hands. Whether it will con- 
tinue to deserve the reputation it has won, it is not for us to 
predict ; but, with the aid of former contributors to its pages, 
and additional assistance from men of learning, taste and talent 
in this region pledged to our cause, we shall hope to render it 
even more useful to common, and not less interesting to culti- 
vated minds. 

We contemplate no special change in the work, except in 
making it more strictly the organ of our society, and a more 
faithful chronicler of efforts in our cause through the world. 
We shall aim to keep our readers informed, not only of what 
is thought on the subject of peace, but of what is done for the 
spread of its principles; and, for this purpose, we shall occa- 
sionally quote from contemporary journals and other works, 
enough to mark the favorable change which we believe to be 
silently, yet steadily going on in the public mind beyond the 
sphere of efforts made by the plighted friends of this enterprise. 
‘The work, however, will retain the same general features, and 
be devoted still to the discussion of important topics connected 
with our cause, to brief notices of current publications ¢n- 
volving more or less of our principles, and to general intelli- 
gence concerning the civil and political affairs of the world. 

Our principles are known; and for the defence and _propa- 
gation of these principles, we shall plant ourselves upon the 
word of God, and call upon the community to look at the sub- 
ject in the light which beams from his throne. We believe 
the time has fully come for a direct, earnest, decisive appeal 
“to the law and to the testimony ;” and to this test we would 
bring the great questions involved in our cause, and keep the 
public mind grappled to the subject until its main points are 
all settled in accordance with the Christian’s only standard of 
truth and duty. 

It must come to this; and the sooner, the better. Here is 
the hinge of the whole subject. It is with us a question not 
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so much of policy as of conscience. It is a branch of our 
religion. It belongs to the higher ethics of Christianity. The 
argument from expediency is very strong; but the argument 
from Christian duty is irresistible. Here is the pivot of this 
cause. If peace be not an enterprise strictly evangelical, its 
principles a part of the gospel, its duties an element of our 
religion, essential to the full and perfect development of Chris- 
tian character, we are prepared to abandon it forthwith for 
work more appropriate to our high and holy calling; but, if it 
is, then must we insist upon restoring this long lost pleiad to 
the primitive constellation of Christian graces, and press upon 
every follower of Christ the obligation of cultivating this grace, 
and laboring to render peace, just as he does repentance and 
faith, co-extensive with the prevalence of Christianity itself. 
We shall not overlook other views of this subject; but what- 
ever rays of light may come from reason or history, we would 
concentrate in this grand focus of our cause. We wish to look 
at war as the apostles did, as Jesus Christ himself did, as a God 
of infinite purity and love still regards it. We would hold it 
up before the mirror of the gospel, and reflect upon the whole 
community a just and startling image of its guilt as a mass of 
abominations in the sight of God. If he has legalized, in any 
case, its arts and intrigues, its falsehoods and deceptions, its 
pollutions and cruelties, its atrocities and horrors, its ferocious 
outrages upon the dearest rights and interests of mankind, its 
reckless trampling on all the laws of earth and heaven, its 
glaring contradictions of the spirit and precepts of the New 
Testament, we will relinquish our ground ; but, if not, we shall 
call upon the Christian, as he reveres God, or loves man, to 
rally beneath the stainless banners of peace, and take his stand 
upon the everlasting gospel against this legalized system of 
vice, and crime, and wholesale mischief. 

We design to pursue a liberal course. On all the points of 
this great subject, we shall open our pages to a fair and full 
exhibition of both sides ; and, while devoting our chief attention 
to those principles which we believe to be taught in the gos- 
pel, we shall dwell, as much as our limits will allow, upon 


topics like the following 
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Physical evils of war. 'These are never denied ; but none 
among us have any adequate conception of their extent and 
severity ;—its waste of property, its havoc of human life, and 
the sufferings attendant on marches, or heaped upon the field 
of battle, or crowded into hospitals and camps. We mean not 
to declaim, but to give well authenticated facts and statistics. 
It would be of little use to stop with the most graphic deline- 
ation of such evils; but some view of them is requisite to 
break the popular lethargy of ages, and furnish materials for 
argument, and motives to effort. 

Political evils. ‘The nature and extent of these are little 
suspected, and mistakes are widely prevalent concerning war 
as the supposed guardian of our rights ; and we shall, therefore, 
endeavor to show, that it has ever been a deadly foe to the 
welfare of nations, the origin and support of aristocracy, des- 
potism, and every species of oppression, the worst of all obsta- 
cles to the progress of liberty and political reform. 

Social evils. Of these, few among us have any thing like 
an adequate conception; and on this point, as upon others, 
we shall bring facts to illustrate the influence of war upon the 
happiness of families and communities, the endless variety .of 
personal, domestic and social miseries which necessarily follow 
in its train. Ample materials are at hand; and we hope ere- 
long to have a series of tales founded on fact, like those on 
temperance, which shall give a juster and more vivid impres- 
sion of these evils than we could get without the anguish and 
desolation of actual experience. 

Moral and spiritual evils. These far outweigh all the 
other evils of war; and we shall, therefore, hope to bestow 
upon them special attention, and to present such facts and 
views as will be likely to reach the hearts of those who are 
toiling, in various enterprises of benevolence and reform, to 
enlighten the ignorant, reclaim the vicious, and send salvation 
through the world. 

Pretexts and occasions of war. 'These are extremely va- 
rious, and ought to be fully exposed. History records few, if 
any wars that were strictly defensive ; and the broadest prin- 
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ciples for which the advocates of self-defence contend, would 
not justify more than one war in a thousand that have scourged 
our world. Rulers wait for inciting occasions, and then find 
or feign plausible pretexts for their schemes of avarice, ambi- 
tion or revenge. Public opinion has come to demand a reason 
for bloodshed ; and even Napoleon used to plead the necessity 
of his wars, and to represent himself as fighting only in defence 
of his rights, or redress of his wrongs. 

Causes which still sustain the custom of war ;—some im- 
bedded in the depravity of mankind; others diffused through 
the literature of the world; still more found in the wrong edu- 
cation of children, in the practical heresies of the church on 
this subject, and in a multitude of false and pernicious maxims 
extensively prevalent even among the wise and the good. 
We shall aim our heaviest blows at these things as the very 
root of this mighty Upas of crime and wo. 

Correction of mistakes. We confess our surprise at the 
number and seeming inveteracy of mistakes in the community 
respecting our principles, our aims, and our measures. We see 
in them little “malice prepense;” but, as they deter not a 
few from aiding our cause, and even from lending an ear to its 
claims, we shall correct these mistakes as well and as fast as 


we Can. 


Possibility of abolishing the custom of war ;—a topic of 


vital importance; for nearly all who stand aloof from our 
cause, or lend it only a feeble and fitful aid, are more or less 
skeptical about its feasibility. If we can convince them that 
the object is attainable, and let them see how it can be accom- 
plished, we shall confidently expect the cheerful and efficient 
codperation of multitudes who wish us success, but deem it 
impracticable. A point so fundamental, we shall examine with 
all possible care, and endeavor to show that our object can be 
attained with absolute certainty by the right use of those means 
which God has appointed for the purpose, and in no other 
way. 

The means requisite. Here is the turning point in prac- 
tice ; aud we shall hope to show what can and should be done 
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for the spread of peace, along with Christianity, over the whole 
earth. We shall not abstain from urgent appeals to the patriot 
and the philanthropist; but we shall address ourselves more 
especially to Christians, as the chosen co-workers with the 
God of peace in this great evangelical enterprise, and strive to 
rivet upon their consciences the obligation of promoting it as 
a part of their religion, and as absolutely essential to the world’s 
entire and thorough conversion. Here is our strong-hold ; and 
this point we design to discuss more than any other. 

Safety of pacific principles. 'This we fully believe; but 
the mass of people in Christendom, we presume, are ready to 
scout the idea as a dream of delusion bordering on madness. 
The principle of armed self-defence bas been tried with a ven- 
geance ; and for five thousand years it has filled the earth with 
carnage, devastation and wo. We can hardly conceive of a 
course productive of more mischief; and common sense would 
decide, that it is high time to try some other expedient for the 
protection of human rights and interests. No nation has ever 
yet acted upon the strict principles of peace ; but these, wher- 
ever put to a fair test by individuals or small communities, 
have been in every case 2 much surer defence than the sword. 
The world has yet to learn the wonderful efficacy of these 
principles ; and we shall bring arguments and facts to prove 
them, even in their utmost extent, far safer than the present 
war system founded on the fatal error, that preparation for 
war is the best means of preventing it; a maxim which oc- 
casions fifty wars where it prevents one, and does more than 
almost all other causes to perpetuate a system which has con- 
verted Christendom into a vast amphitheatre of barracks. 

Here is a wide range of subjects; and not a few of them 
are of such importance and magnitude as to require, for their 
full discussion, volumes instead of brief articles. We com- 
mend these topics to the special attention of our correspon- 
dents, and solicit their aid in bringing them satisfactorily before 
the public. We need more space for them than the present 
size of this work will afford ; but we shall take them up as our 
limits may allow, and the exigences of our cause require. Our 
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periodical will probably be enlarged as soon as practicable, and 
perhaps issued once a month; but, for special reasons, no 
change can well be made before the close of the current 
year. 


Ill. REVISED CONSTITUTION. 


This will speak for itself; but we cannot refrain from a few 
words of explanation on the point of its recognising all war as 
contrary to the spirit of the gospel. 

This step is less a change than a distinct avowal of senti- 
ments long cherished. The society has never taken any 
ground at variance with this position; it has merely left the 
point for its members to settle, each for himself, in the light of 
revelation ; while the tone of its appeals, the drift of its meas- 
ures, and the deep-seated convictions of its leading friends, 
have always been against every species of war as repugnant 
to the Sermon on the Mount. 

In recognising this principle as the basis of our society, we 
have acted merely as the organs of those who take the deepest 
interest in the cause of peace. Nearly all its prominent friends, 
in spite of their own early prejudices, and the force of public 
opinion, have been brought upon this high ground, not by the 
ultraism of the age, nor yet by the impulses of a blind or vis- 
ionary enthusiasm, but by a calm, prayerful examination of 
the gospel. We have found few persons of lower views that 
would or could labor in our service with much zeal or success ; 
and the cause has thus been thrown for support upon the ad- 
vocates of total abstinence from war. Several of the highest 
ecclesiastical bodies in. New England,—Baptists, Congrega- 
tionalists, Methodists and others,—representing large and very 
influential portions of the Christian community, have almost 
unanimously passed resolves, declaring all war contrary to the 
spirit of the gospel. ‘The same has been done, to some 
extent, in other parts of our country. Most of the peace 
societies, formed within the last year or two, have adopted this 
principle ; and some of them have refused to become auxiliary 
to us, because we had in our constitution taken no ground on 
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this vexed question. Not a few of our best friends could not 
in conscience join a society that did not recognise this principle 
as its basis; and thus were we driven to the necessity, if we 
would faithfully represent the best friends of our cause, and in- 
sure its continued prosperity through their codperation, of taking 
the course we have. 

We fully believe, too, that this is the right ground. So we 
read the gospel ; and, if our Saviour did teach the principle of 
forgiving injuries, of loving even our enemies, and not resist- 
ing evil, but overcoming it only with good, as applicable alike 
to individuals and nations, we cannot be too soon in bringing 
his whole church upon this high and broad ground of primitive 
Christianity. It is a momentous question ; and it must be de- 
cided in the light of the gospel alone, and the result be woven 
into the character and habits of all that profess to be followers 
of the Prince of peace. 

Nothing short of this can make the peace reform thorough 
and effectual, or furnish sufficient motives to effort in this cause. 
If we admit the lawfulness of defensive wars, the staunchest 
stickler for the present war-system of Christendom will tell us 
he asks nothing more, and will urge the plea of self-defence to 
justify any war that cupidity, ambition or revenge may demand 
for their gratifiction. ‘There is little need of an association like 
ours to convince a Christian community that wars of avowed 
aggression or revenge are utterly wrong; but, if we call upon 
them to inquire whether the whole war-system in its best form 
is not rotten to the core, and whether the gospel does not con- 
demn every species of war as a tissue of robbery and murder 
with which its votaries can consistently have nothing to do 
in any way, we propose a definite, momentous question to be 
carried out into practical results extensive as the world, and 
lasting as time. Decide this question against all war as con- 
trary to the spirit and aims of the gospel; get this principle 
to be regarded, like repentance or faith, as a part of our re- 
ligion; and, by thus identifying peace with Christianity, you 
do all that can be done for the spread of the former co-ex- 
tensive with the latter. This is just the object of our cause ; 
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and we hope never to cease from our efforts until we see peace, 
as an element of our religion, going hand in hand with the gos- 
pel over the whole earth. | 

Stull we do not expect materially to change our course. 
Our influence has always gone against the whole war-system ; 
and we shall only continue our past efforts with a more distinct 
avowal, and a more direct vindication of the views we have all 
along entertained. ‘The work of general reform is necessarily 
slow ; we can expect no person to come ata single leap over 
ground which we have ourselves been years in traversing ; and, 
wuile we hold up to the public view what we conceive to be 
the teachings of the Bible on this subject, we shall seek merely 
or mainly to furnish materials for a right conclusion, and then 
leave our friends to work it out for themselves. We ask them 
not to embrace our principles because they are ours, but to 
satisfy themselves by bringing these principles to the test of 
the gospel. We wish not to dogmatize, but to inquire and dis- 
cuss. We mean not to be belligerent for peace. We design 
to wield no weapons but truth and love. We shall hope to 
be frank, but liberal; firm, yet conciliatory. We disavow a 
Procrustean spirit; we have no iron bedstead on which we in- 
tend to put honest minds to the rack; but we shall invite all 
the friends of God and man to a kind and fair consideration of 
this whole subject in the light of a common guide. We shall 
denounce none merely for not coming fully up to our views ; 
but we shall urge all to follow faithfully the hght they have, 
and to lend us their aid in abolishing a custom which they re- 
gard, equally with ourselves, as the greatest sin and curse of 
Christendom. Our object is a common one; and no diversity 
of opinion respecting the lawfulness of wars called defensive, 
should keep us from cordially uniting our prayers and efforts in 


this great work of a world’s pacification. 


IV. PLAN OF OPERATION. 
On this important point we wished to dwell at some length ; 
but we must reserve it for a future occasion, and shall for the 
present merely say, that we seek to effect such a change in 
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public opinion as shall secure a right and universal application 
of the gospel to the intercourse of Christian nations. This is all 
we shall ever attempt; it is all that human instrumentality can 
do ; and, when we have thus applied God’s only remedy to this 
deep and dreadful gangrene of our race, we must, in faith and 
prayer, leave the result with Him who ‘hath the hearts of all 
so entirely in his hands, that he can turn them even as the rivers 
of water are turned.’ 

For the production of such a change in public sentiment, we 
would set at work, and keep at work, all the mainsprings of 
moral influence,—the pen and the tongue, the press and the 
pulpit, the church, the family, the Sabbath school, all semina- 
ries of learning, all the great nurseries of knowledge and char- 
acter in Christendom. 

Thus we propose to reach the public mind only through the 
ordinary channels of influence. We seek reform with as little 
agitation as possible. We wish to effect a peaceful change on 
this subject by the moral suasion of the gospel addressed to the 
community in ways to which they are already accustomed. 
This has been our uniform course. We have first obtained the 
sanction of our highest ecclesiastical bodies ; our agents are ex- 
pected invariably to act in concert with pastors ; and we pray for 
such measures of wisdom and grace from on high, as will enable 
‘us to deserve the continuance of their cheerful codperation in 
this great work assigned to his church by the Prince of peace. 

We cannot well give in few words a better view of the agen- 
cies we wish to enlist in our cause, than by the following extract 
from a very brief tract which the society issued the past year 
as a manifesto of its principles, aims and measures : 

‘Public opinion is the mistress of the world; and, could it through 
all Christendom be airayed against this cusiom, as it is in New Eng- 
land against the kindred practice of duelling, such a public opinion 
would soon restrain rulers from settling their disputes by powder 
and ball. We can reach politicians solely or mainly through the 
people; and, to imbue the latter with the spirit and principles of 
peace, we would use such means as the following: 

‘1. Tue Press, an engine of vast moral power; and we wish to 
hear its ten thousand tongues speak on this subject, in the ear of all 


reading communities, through books, and pamphlets, and tracts, and 
newspapers, and every class of periodicals. 








12 Address to the Friends of Peace. [June, 


‘2. Tue Puvrrr should cry aloud, and declare “all the counsel 
of God” concerning the. guilt of war, and the obligations of peace. 
Ministers can, if they will, exert such an influence as would ere-long 
banish wars from every Christian country. We urge them all to do 
this by preaching peace as a part of Christianity itself. The living 
voice is needed to awaken inquiry; if ministers will not do this for 
their own people, special agents must be employed for the purpose ; 
and then the press alone can furnish nearly all that will be requisite 
to enlighten the publie mind. 

‘3. Peace Socreries should be organized in some form (the sim- 
pler the better), wherever there is a sufficient degree of intelligence 
and interest on the subject to sustain them with vigor. Organization 
is indispensable to the success of any enterprise ; and we wish our 
friends to organize themselves in some way wherever they can with 
prospects of success. 

‘4, CuristiAN Cuurcues of every name should consider them- 
selves as societies divinely appointed for the universal spread of 
peace and good-will. Every church should examine this subject till 
their views are settled, and then tell the world plainly what they 
think respecting the incompatibility of war with their religion. This 
they owe to themselves, to the world, to the gospel itself, to their 
Master in heaven. ‘They should also train up all under their care in 
the principles of peace, and pray much for its prevalence through 
the world. Let them all do merely these two things, and the wars 
of Christendom would soon come to an end. 

“5. We rely much on pious parents, on teachers in Sabbath schools, 
and instructers in all Christian seminaries of learning, from the highest 
to the lowest. Were are the great nurseries of peace; and in these 
must one day be trained up a generation of such peace-makers as 
will spontaneously keep the world in peace. 

‘5. We look especially to pious women. Our main hope is with 
the young; and their character is moulded by female hands. If they 
will infuse the principles of peace into the mind of every child under 
their care, wars must of necessity cease with the next generation.’ 


Our system of measures cannot be sustained without funds, 
and personal efforts from the friends of peace. Our cause de- 
mands not indeed so much money as Home or Foreign Missions, 
but quite as much as tract operations tn our own land. We 
need for the present, an average of one agent to every State in 
the Union; and, besides gratuitously furnishing our periodical 
to those ministers who are pledged to preach on the subject of 
peace, it would cost nearly five thousand dollars to put a single 
tract at only one cent a-piece in every family in New England, 
and thirty thousand for the whole country. ‘The community are 
strangely mistaken in seeming to suppose that this cause will 
take care of itself without funds. ‘These are just as necessary 
here as in any other enterprise of benevolence or reform; and 


the society were very moderate in saying, at their late anniver- 
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sary, that there will be needed the present year, ‘at least ten 
thousand dollars for the support of lecturers, and the circulation 
of publications on peace.’ 

Now, we ask the ambassadors of the Prince of peace, and 
all the sons and daughters of the God of peace, if they will not 
in every one of these ways lend the utmost aid in their power 
to a cause so closely linked, so perfectly identified with the 
best interests of mankind for time and eternity. We are only 
their organs in this work ; we can accomplish little, if any thing 
without their prompt and zealous codperation ; and it remains 
very much with them to say how fast the wheels of this great 
and godlike enterprise shall be rolled forward the present year 
towards that more than golden era when ‘swords shall be 
beaten into ploughshares, and spears into pruning-hooks, and 
the nations learn war no more.’ 





Artic.e II. 
THE COST OF WAR. 


Tue incidental losses of war are from three to five times as 
great as its direct expenses ; and yet its ships, and fortifications, 
and arms, and ammunition, and other engines of death and de- 
vastation, cost an incredible amount of money. 

The expenses of a single war-ship in actual service are more 
than one thousand dollars a day ; and there are in Christendom 
between two and three thousand such ships. England lavish- 
ed upon Lord Wellington, for only sIX years’ services, nearly 
5,000,000. In twenty years from 1797, she expended an 
average of $1,143,444 every day—more than a million of dol- 
lars a day for war alone ; and in one hundred and twenty-seven 
years, her war-debt grew from less than five millions to more 
than Four THOUSAND millions of dollars. She spent in our 
revolutionary war about $600,000,000 ; and the wars of Chris- 
tendom, during only twenty-two years from 1793, cost barely 
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for their support, beside many times more in incidental losses, 
nearly rIFTEEN THOUSAND MILLIONS OF DOLLARS! six or eight 
times as much as all the coin in the world! ! 

Just think how much good might be done with such a sum. 
To keep every family on earth supplied with a Bible at one 
dollar a-piece, would not take $10,000,000 a year; the ex- 
penses of a common education for all the children on the globe, 
would not exceed $250,000,000 a year, nor those for the high- 
er branches, 150,000,000 ; ministers of the gospel, with an 
average salary of $500 each, could be furnished one to every 
thousand souls for $400,000,000,—in all, $810,000,000 ; 
while the bare interest at six per cent. on the war-expenses of 
Christendom for only twenty-two years, would bring an annual 
income of $900,000,000 ; ninety millions more than would be 
requisite to support the institutions of learning and the Christian 
religion for the whole world! 

Did you ever inquire how much we have spent for war? In 
eighteen years from 1816, a period of peace, we paid for war 
purposes nearly $400,000,000, and less than one-sixth of that 
sum for the peaceful operations of government. In forty-one 
years from 1791, our entire expenses amounted to more than 
# 842,000,000, of which only a little more than 37,000,000, 
one twenty-third part of the whole, were for civil offices. The 
war-system costs us, in one way and another, not less than 
% 50,000,000 a year even in peace; an average of more than 
$137,000 every day! All the expenses and losses of war to 
our nation since the beginning of our revolutionary struggle must 
be more than TWO THOUSAND MILLIONS OF DOLLARS !—the very 
interest upon which, amounting at six per cent. to $ 120,000,000 
a year, would more than defray all our necessary expenses of 
education, religion, and government without the war-system ! 

Who pay all this? Who endure all the other evils of war? 
Who can, if they will, put an end to this fell destroyer? THe 
peopLe. And will they not doit? Let them ax resolve to 


have it cease, and it will cease. 
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Articxe IIL. 
CORRECTION OF A MISTAKE CONCERNING PEACE. 


I rEJoIcE to see the periodical press so generally open to 
appeals on the subject of peace, and especially to find so many 
friends of the cause ready to improve this opportunity of easy 
and extensive usefulness. I have observed the past year not 
a few of our religious papers publishing articles well calculated 
to excite and repay attention; and [ cannot but hope, that 
through these weekly and monthly channels of influence there 
will ere-long be poured upon the public mind a ceaseless 
stream of facts, and arguments, and motives, to rouse the com- 
munity, still slumbering to a very culpable degree over one of 
the greatest sins and evils that afflict our fallen race. 

There is need of “line upon line” to disabuse the public 
mind of misconceptions extensively prevalent on the subject of 
peace; and I was glad to find a writer, who speaks as “a 
Director of the American Peace Society,” coming out to correct 
a misapprehension into which one of our own friends may seem 
to have fallen. The Rev. Mr. Bacon, of New Haven, Ct., 
had said, in a letter recently published through the columns of 
a very respectable and widely circulated paper,* “a fifth class 
of itinerant lecturers, if I read aright the shadow of coming 
events, will ere-long be preaching in all quarters against the 
wight of the magistrate to bear the sword of justice, or to 
protect the people from the outbreakings of wickedness.” 

I cannot suppose that Mr. Bacon in this remark had his eye 
upon the American Peace Society ; for he has been, I believe, 
one of its cordial, active friends, and not only published an 
able address delivered before the Hartford Peace Society, but 
has on other occasions advocated our cause with his wonted 
ability and zeal. Still I am glad the writer “ took the oppor- 
tunity to correct a mistake concerning the cause of peace which 
ought never to have been made;” and I think the substance 
of his remarks, coming from such a source, worthy of a place 
on the pages of the society’s periodical : 

“1, | know that there are individuals—how numerous | 
cannot safely conjecture—who hold to the strict inviolability 
of human life, and deny the right of government to inflict cap- 





* New York Observer. 
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ital punishment in any case, or to suppress mobs and insurrec- 
tions by the sword; and I have heard of a very few persons 
that would fain exclude from families, schools and nations 
every kind and degree of physical force as inconsistent with 
the spirit of the gospel. vd 

‘2. But such are not the views of one peace man in ten 
thousand among us. I have had rather extensive opportunities 
of observation; and this statement, so far as I can judge, is 
much within the truth. A very large majority of the friends 
of peace in this country admit the lawfulness even of wars 
strictly defensive ;* and nearly all those who deny their lawful- 
ness on Christian principles, and hold without qualification the 
doctrines laid down by our Saviour in his Sermon on the 
Mount, still concede the right of civil government (Rom. 13: 
1—7) to use any degree of force requisite to insure the obe- 
dience of its own subjects, although some of them doubt the 
expediency of capital punishments among a people so enlight- 
ened as our own.” 

“3. On this whole subject, however, the American Peace 
Society, and all its auxiliaries, are entirely silent, for the obvi- 
ous reason that it does not belong to the great enterprise in 
which they are embarked. ‘'This cause,’ in the language of 
the National Society, ‘ contemplates only the intercourse of 
nations, and does not involve the question concerning the right 
of a government to punish its own subjects with death, or to put 
down mobs and insurrections by the sword.’ It is, indeed, 
very natural for a friend of peace to inquire into subjects like 
these ; but they belong to a department entirely distinct, and 
the society ought not to be held responsible for what its mem- 
bers may think or publish on such topics. Do we reproach 
the cause of temperance for the religious or political heresies 
entertained by obnoxious portions of its friends ?” 

‘Yet this glaring mistake has been committed by some of 
our most respec table papers; but I hope that writers for the 
periodical press will hereafter take the trouble to ascertain our 
principles and aims, before they repeat such sweeping slanders 
against one of the purest and noblest enterprises that ever 
tasked the energies of man. 


* The writer doubtless means by the friends of | peace, not merely members 
of our society, but all that are dis sposed to aid our cause; for in this sense 
alone can it be true.—Ep. Apv. 
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Articue LV. 
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN PEACE SOCIETY. 


Tue Ninth Anniversary of the American Peace Society was 
held in the Baptist church in Nassau street, New York, on 
Thursday, May 11th, 1837. 

At 3 P.M.,S. V.S. Witper, Esq., was called to the chair. 
The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. J. Goine, D. D., 
Corresponding Secretary of the Baptist Home Missionary 
Society. The annual report was read by Wm. Lapp, Esq., 
General Agent of the Society ; after which the following re- 
solves were passed, viz. : 


1. Resolved, That the report just read be accepted, and published 
under the direction of the Executive Committee. 

Moved by the Rev. A. D. Eppy, of Newark, N. J. 

Seconded by the Rev. Brown Emerson, D. D., of Salem, Mass. 


2. Resolved, That Christians are bound by the strongest and most 
sacred obligations to remove the disgrace which the wars of Chris- 
tendom have brought upon their religion. 

Moved by the Rev. G. C. Becxwiru, of Lowell, Mass. 

Seconded by Dr. Tuomas Cock, of New York. 


3. Resolved, That the custom of war, as contrary to the spirit, prin- 
ciples and aims of the gospel, ought to be held in deep abhorrence, 
and resisted, in every proper way, by all the followers of the Prince 
of Peace. 

Moved by the Rev. E. Curever, of Newark, N. J. 

Seconded by the Rev. J. P. CLeaveranp, of Detroit, Michigan. 


4. Resolved, That the aspect of the times, the smiles of Heaven on our 
efforts during the past year, and the unexpected preparation of the 
public mind for appeals on this subject, call upon the friends cf peace 
for much greater exertions in this cause, and make it desirable that at 
least ten thousand dollars should be raised this year for the support 
of lecturers, and the circulation of publications on peace. 

Moved by the Rev. O. Fow er, of Fall River, Mass. 
Seconded by Wm. Lapp, Esq., of Minot, Maine. 


5. Resolved, That we continue our request, that all ministers of the 
gospel preach on the subject of peace to their peopie at least once 
during the year, and, if convenient, on or near the 25th of Dec. ; 
that churches observe a concert of prayer, on or near the same day, 
for the universal prevalence of peace, and that a collection be then 
taken up in aid of this cause. 

Moved by the Rev. Mr. Hunv, of Philadelphia. 

Seconded by Mr. Burveien, of Plainfield, Conn. 

3 





Semen: 


18 Annual Meeting of [June, 


These resolutions were ably supported both by the movers 
and seconders of them, with a few exceptions owing to want 
of time. 

The public meeting was then dismissed with a benediction 
by the Rev. Mr. Emerson, of South Reading, Mass., and 
the society continued its session for business. 

The committee, consisting of Messrs. Beckwith, Cock and 
Ladd, to whom was referred at the last annual meeting the 
subject of drafting a new constitution, reported one, which was 
adopted without amendment. 


Resolved, ‘That the bureau of the American Peace Society be re- 
moved to Boston. 


Resolved, That the list of officers sent by the friends of peace in 
Boston through the General Agent, be adopted as the officers of the 
American Peace Society, for the ensuing year. 


By this list of officers S. V. S. Wilder was nominated as 
President. Mr. Wilder for various reasons declined the office, 
and nominated Wm. Ladd, who was unanimously chosen. 
Mr. Ladd accepted the office for the present, intimating his 
intention to resign as soon as the board of directors, who have 
the power to fill vacancies, shall be organized in Boston, with 
the expectation that a more suitable person shall be found to 
fill the office of president. 


Resolved, That the accounts of the society, left in an unsettled state 
by the decease of their late lamented Treasurer, be referred to the 
new Executive Committee. 

Adjourned without date. 

S. V. S. WiipeEr, Chairman. 


Wo. Lapp, Secretary pro tem. 


WILLIAM LADD, Esq., Presipent. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 


Rev. RALPH EMERSON, D. D. Rev. GEO. C. BECKWITH, 
AMASA WALKER, Esq. LEWIS T. STODDARD, 
THOMAS VOSE, Esq. JOHN OWEN, 

CHARLES SUMNER, Esq. EDWARD NOYES, 

J. P. BLANCHARD Esq. THOMAS THOMPSON, Jr. 


Witiram Lapp, General Agent, 

Greorce C. Becxwitn, Corresponding Secretary, 
Tuomas Tuompson, Jr., Recording Secretary, 
James K. Wuirp.e, Treasurer and Depositary. 
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THE NINTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE AMERICAN 
PEACE SOCIETY. 


State of the world with respect to peace and war. Very 
few changes have taken piece in the world, with respect to 
peace and war, since our last anniversary. War continues to 
rage in Spain; and the balances, so long held in equilibrium, 
now seem to vibrate in favor of Don Carlos, and against the 
queen. France has made a disastrous attack on the city of 
Constantine, near the newly acquired kingdom of Algiers, and 
is meditating revenge. ‘The war seems to be at an end in 
Texas. The Seminole Indians, though very much distressed 
and reduced, do not seem to be quite extirpated. In all these 
cases, both sides plead that they are acting on the defensive. 
The war with the Seminoles has already cost more than three 
times the value of the whole country conquered, without reck- 
oning the loss of lives, morals and immortal souls. 

Mediation of England and Russia. The spirit of media- 
tion is still abroad. “The king of Great Britain, who is fast ac- 
quiring the distinguished and highly honorable title of ** Paci- 
ficator of Christendom,” has added another wreath of olive to 
his crown, by mediating between France and Switzerland ; and 
even Russia has sent her diplomatists to England, to inquire 
whether some way may not be found out of putting an end to 
the effusion of blood in Spain. When will the nations of Chris- 
tendom be wise enough to devise some means of settling their 
disputes without resort to war? 

Change of public sentiment. ‘There has been a great change 
in public sentiment since the first organization of peace societies. 
Our highly valued correspondent, the Rev. James Hargreaves, 
Foreign Corresponding Secretary of the London Peace Society, 
in a letter lately received by our General Agent, thus writes, 
“Wherever I travel, I feel it my duty, in every company, 
where I prudently can, to introduce and to advocate the cause 
of peace. By this means, I learn generally the tone of public 
feeling. It is astonishing what a change has been effected dur- 
ing the last ten years. ‘This change has been produced almost 
imperceptibly. The principle of peace has operated like the 
leaven hid in the meal. Persons seem to have forgotten in 
what light they once viewed the subject of war and peace. 
War, even apart from religious principle, is now generally dep- 
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recated as an evil, a great evil, whether considered physically 
or politically, and an evil to be avoided by all possible means. 
Those who still advocate its lawfulness in extreme cases, are 
ready to acknowledge its inexpedience and undesirableness, 
and to lament its direful consequence in the sacrifice of money, 
morals and men.’ 

In this country, every one acknowledges the change, and 
wherever war is named, it is deprecated as a curse. ‘The pub- 
lic press is almost universally open to the cause of peace. 
Frequent discussions are held in our colleges, theological semi- 
naries and lyceums, on the question w hether all war be not in- 
consistent with the spirit of the gospel. As was to have been 
expected, in our theological seminaries, where men are disposed 
to look at the subject in the light of the gospel, the high prin- 
ciple of total abstinence from war has generally prevailed. In 
our lyceums, where the doctrine of expediency too often takes 
the place of the principles of the gospel, defensive war has 
generally had the majority. Five years ago, such a question 
could hardly have been agitated any where in this country. 


Preaching on the subject of peace. ‘There are now more 
than a thousand ministers who have pledged themselves to 
preach, as often at least as once a year, on the subject of peace, 
and this number might have been increased indefinitely, were it 
not for the diffic ulty of supplying such ministers with our pe- 
riodicals ; but, while many ministers are willing to preach in 
favor of the principles of peace, too small a proportion of them 
take up contributions in aid of our funds. 


Pledge from the Theological Seminary at Andover. The 
students at this seininary have set a noble example, which we 
should like to see all our theological seminaries imitate. They 
have frequently discussed the question of the lawfulness of war 
in any case, and have sent us the following pledge: ‘ Under 
the conviction that the principles of peace are true, and that 
all wars are opposed to the principles of the Christian religion, 
we hereby pledge ourselves, to present the cause of peace, at 
least once a year, to the congregations over which we may be 
placed, should we, in the providence of God, be permitted to 
go forth as preachers of the everlasting gospel.” This pledge 
is dated 11th of April last, and signed by forty-erght theologi- 

cal ye ap and many more would have subscribed to the 
principle, 10 were doubtful as to signing the pledge to preach 
in favor of peace, before they knew in what part of the coun- 
try they should be located. 
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Prize dissertations on a Congress of Nations. 'The new 
committee of award, consisting of the Ex-president John Quin- 
cy Adams, Chancellor Kent, and the Hon. Daniel Webster, 
have been no more fortunate than their predecessors, as appears 
by the following result of their labors: ‘“ ‘The referees to whom 
were submitted, by the Secretary of the American Peace So- 
ciety, the several essays offered for the premium of one thousand 
dollars, are of opinion, that among the essays submitted there is 
not one so decidedly superior to all the rest, as not only to be 
worthy of the prize, but exclusively worthy ; and, as the essays 
were submitted on that condition, tue referees do not make any 
award in the case.” ‘This document is dated February, 1837, 
and signed by the parties above-named. ‘Thus it appears, that 
these referees are as far removed from the desired result as the 
first ones were. What further order the gentletnen who pro- 
posed the prize will take on the subject, we cannot say. ‘The 
American Peace Society do not feel themselves pledged in this 
affair. ‘They have only been the vehicle of communication 
between those who offered the prize, and those who contended 
for it; and it is wholly under the control of those who offered 
the prize, and not ours. One of the dissertations has been 
withdrawn, and published by the author.* 


The Legislature of Massachusetts. ‘The subject of a Con- 
gress of Nations has again been brought before the legislature 
of Massachusetts, by ‘Thomas Thompson, Jr., of Boston, the 
same gentleman who has labored, with unwearied zeal and 
commendable perseverance, for many years, to make an im- 
pression favorable to our cause on this numerous and respect- 
able body, in which he has once before partially succeeded. 
This year he was aided by the Executive Committee of the 
Massachusetts Peace Society, who presented a separate memo- 

y> 
rial. ‘The legislature this year appointed a very respectable 
committee from each branch, who presented an extended re- 
port, with the following resolves annexed : 

‘* Resolved, That the resort to war, to settle questions of national profit or 
honor is a practice derived from the barbarism of former ages, and inconsistent 
with the enlightened philanthropy of the present, still more adverse to the be- 
nign principles of Christianity, productive of extensive distractions, misery and 
corruption, and usually inetlicient for the purposes for which it is commenced; 
and hence it is incumbent on all civilized communities to devise means for its 
suppression. 

‘** Resolved, That the institution of a Congress or Court of Nations appears to 


be at present the best practical method, by which the disputes between nations 
can be adjusted, and the appeal to arms avoided. 








*'To be had of Ezra Collier, Nassau Street, New York, and Whipple & 
Damrell, No. 9 Cornhill, Boston. 
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‘¢ Resolved, That it be recommended to the Executive of the United States 
to open a negotiation with such other governments as in its wisdom it may 
deem proper, with a view to effect so important an arrangement. 

*« Resolved, That his Excellency, the Governor of this Commonwealth, be 
requested to transmit a copy of this report and the accompanying resolutions 
to the President of the United States, and to the Executive of each of the 
States, to be communicated to the Legislatures of the several States, inviting 
their expression of sentiment and codperation in favor of the end in view.”’ 


On account of the late period of the session at which this 
subject was brought forward, it was referred to the next legis- 
lature, at which time we expect the public mind will be better 
prepared for it. In the mean time, we hope the friends of 
peace will not be deficient in bringing this subject often before 
the public, by newspaper discussions, and in every other way 
in which the public may be brought to think upon it, especially 
by petitions to the legislature not only of the State of Massa- 
chusetts, but to the legislatures of all the other States in the 
Union. The subject commends itself to the good sense and 
conscience of every individual in the community ; and nothing 
but a fair understanding of it is necessary to make it popular, 
and consequently to recommend it to our legislators, who seldom 
indeed go ahead of pubiic opinion. And we hope that Mr. 
Thompson will not be weary in well-doing, but that he will 
persevere, remembering the protracted exertions of Clarkson 
and Wilberforce, which were finally crowned with success. 

Auziliary societies. We have not of late years been anx- 
ious to form auxiliary societies, considering that every church 
ought to be a peace society, corresponding with the American 
Peace Society through its pastor. Nevertheless, six new 
peace societies have been formed in our colleges and theologi- 
cal seminaries. One Ladies’ Peace Society was organized last 
summer in Hailowell, Me., from which we have received as- 
sistance in our pecuniary means, in the distribution of tracts, in 
procuring subscribers, and in other ways exciting an interest in 
our cause. A Ladies’ Peace Society has lately been organized 
in Lynn, Mass., from which we expect much. 

There are now eight ladies’ peace societies in this country. 
The first was the Essex County Olive Branch Circle, From 
this society we have received more substantial aid than from 
any other auxiliary of either sex. They have lately held a 
peace fair in Salem, Mass., for the sale of useful articles. For 
an account of this event, we give the following extract of a 
letter from their amiable and highly talented secretary to the 
general agent: 

“ Peace fair. ‘The most interesting measure in which this 
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society has been engaged, has been preparing for and con- 
ducting a public sale, the first, it is believed, ever held in the 
world for the benefit of the peace cause. ‘This sale, which 
was regarded rather in the light of an experiment, was held in 
Salem, on the 26th of April, at the residence of one of our 
execuuve committee ; and notwithstanding that it was in rather 
a remote part of the city, and preparations for it had been in 
progress only ten weeks, we realized the sum of one hundred 
dollars. The auction which was proposed to be held on the 
second evening was indefinitely postponed, as we had nothing 
but two little bunches of flowers to sell. Encouraged by our 
great success, we have voted to hold a public sale in this city 
annually. The experience of this society is decidedly in favor 
of the employment of the needle in the advancement of the 
peace reformation. However trifling this measure may seem 
to some minds, we think we have found it to possess at least 
the dignity of utility. ‘True, when we consider the immense 
amount of funds requisite to carry on this great reformation, or 
even to eradicate from the Christian world those errors in sen- 
timent and practice on the subject of war which now constitute 
its greatest obstacle, we are ready to allow, that the annual 
pecuniary results of one sewing-circle seem to be too unim- 
portant to be counted an auxiliary in the great work, a mere 
dust in the mighty balance. And yet, if we regard the phi- 
losophy of the physical creation, we shall learn, that the most 
stupendous objects in nature are but the willing union of the 
most minute particles of matter; and by the obvious similitude 
between the Jaws of the physical and the laws of the moral 
world, we shall be encouraged in the belief, that no moral 
enterprise can be so great, that the smallest means may not 
contribute to its advancement.” 

Our respected sisters of the Essex County Olive Branch 
Circle have during the year constituted five clergymen life 
members of our society. Well may we say of them, “ Many 
daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all.” 

Other ladies’ peace societies. ‘The Boston Ladies’ Peace 
Society held their anniversary recenily, at which a very able 
report was read by the secretary, which together with the 
report of the Essex County Olive Branch Circle, and the 
report of the Philadelphia Ladies’ Peace Society, and other 
reports of similar societies, we expect to see shortly in the 
Advocate. After the reading of the report, the Boston Ladies’ 
Peace Society was very ably addressed by the Rev. Mr. Par- 
ker, of Cambridgeport, and the general agent added a few 
remarks. 
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Publications of the society. Our publications have been 
more numerous, and the issues of them very much greater than 
during any previous year since the formation of the society. 
Some Friends in Philadelphia have made us a present of the 
stereotype plates of Dymond’s Essays on War, and one thou- 
sand copies have been struck off from them. ‘The sisters of 
our late lamented friend, Thomas S. Grimké, have made us a 
present of their estimable brother’s book containing the above- 
named essay by Dymond, with Mr. Grimké’s notes, and his 
orations and essays on peace and its kindred subjects. Of 
these, many have been distributed, but with a sparing hand, 
lest the treasure should be too soon exhausted. An edition of 
fifteen hundred copies of a pamphlet entitled ‘Obstacles and 
Objections to the Cause of Peace, considered by a Layman,” 
an octavo pamphlet of seventy-six pages, has been published 
on the responsibility of the author. One thousand copies of 
the “Solemn Review of the Custom of War,” being No. 1 of 
the society’s stereotyped tracts, and three thousand copies of 
the “Solemn Appeal to Christians,” being No. 2 of the same, 
have also been published. ‘Twenty thousand copies of the 
society’s smaller tracts, Nos. 1 and 2, have also been printed, 
and mostly distributed. Some valuable donations in peace 
tracts have been received from our brethren in England. ‘The 
venerable Noah Worcester, the patriarch of the cause of peace, 
has also presented us with three hundred numbers of the Friend 
of Peace, which have also been distributed. ‘The Boston 
Young Men’s Peace Society have distributed some thousands 
of a tract entitled “The Duty of Christians with respect to 
War,” being No. 14 of the American Tract Society’s occa- 
sional series. Our tract depositories are at this time almost 
empty ; and so great has been the avidity of the public for 
peace tracts, that the general agent has been compelled, for 
want of something better, to distribute between three and four 
thousand of the back numbers of the Friend of Peace, Harbin- 
ger, and Calumet. Our distributions, including the Advocate 
of Peace, have been in all over forty thousand books and tracts, 
equal in amount to about one million of pages octavo. Yet 
we are sorry to say, that very few books or tracts have been 
paid for, men being unwilling to pay for tracts on subjects 
which they have not yet examined. Thus our treasury and 
our depositories have not been so nearly exhausted for some 
years. Formerly we had no readers for our tracts; now we 
have no tracts for our readers. 

Newspaper essays. ‘The religious newspapers have come 
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up nobly to our help; among the foremost of which, as usual 
in times past, stand the New York Observer, the Christian 
Mirror, and the New England Spectator. ‘The Morning Star, 
a new paper belonging to the Freewill Baptists, published at 
Dover, N. H., is a new and ardent laborer in the cause of 
peace. It may perhaps appear invidious to single out the 
above-named papers ; for many others have assisted us, and we 
have had more applications for peace essays than we can 
answer. 

Sunday school peace books. A new Sunday school 
book, illustrating the principles of peace, has been published 
by the Massachusetts Sunday School Union since our last an- 
niversary, entitled “ ‘The Little Soldier.’ Another, entitled 
“Olive Buds,” from the pen of our much esteemed coadjutor, 
Mrs. Sigourney, has been published at Hartford; and a large 
edition of the “ Stories for Children,” to which the above-named 
highly talented lady is a generous contributor, has been pub- 
lished by our late lamented friend, Wm. Watson. The Sun- 
day School Visiter, a monthly periodical for the use of Sabbath 
schools, seidom comes out without one or more articles on 
peace, adapted to the minds of children. 

Obadiah Brown book fund. We have had a new aux- 
iliary this year in the trustees of this charity, who have voted 
one hundred dollars in aid of publishing Dymond’s Essay on 
War from our stereotype plates, and one hundred more for the 
purpose of publishing Hancock on Peace, which we intend 
soon to stereotype, and are deterred only by the low state of 
our funds. 

Labors of our agents. In no year since the formation of 
our society have the labors of our agents been so abundant as 
during the past year. The Rev. Geo. C. Beckwith has la- 
bored in our service during the whole year. He has been 
more or less in every one of the New England States, trav- 
elled about five thousand miles, and pleaded the cause of 
peace in the pulpits of nine different denominations of Chris- 
tians. He has visited a large number of literary institutions, 
and met with a kind reception, boih from instructers and stu- 
dents. He has occasionally preached and Jectured seven or 
eight times a week, and on an average about four times a week, 
on the subject of peace, beside addresses to Sabbath schools, 
at peace prayer meetings, and upon other occasions. The 
Rev. Henry C. Wright took an agency of four montlis, travel- 
led, chiefly in the back part of the State of New York, 1943 
miles in the service of the society, and lectured sixty times, 
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The Rev. Wm. Ely took an agency of three months in Tol- 
land county, Ct., where he was very successful in exciting an 
interest in the cause of peace. As a report of his proceedings 
has been already publishe </ in the XIth number of the Advo- 
cate of Peace, it is unnecessary further to enlarge on them. 
The Rev. Geo. Trask, having received a commission as an 
agent, lectured frequently during an extensive tour through New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Ohid. ‘The General Agent has given 
his labors to the socie ty during, almost the whole year. He has 
travelled 2737 miles, and lectured sixty-five times, including 
discussions, &c., without expense to the society. A sprained 
ankle confined him to bis house about seven weeks in the early 
part of winter,—the most favorable time of the year for the work, 
—or he would have done more. ‘The General Agent also com- 
missioned three of the students in the Andover Theological 
Seminary to lecture during their spring vacation. ‘They were 
to lecture gratuitously in the cause of peace, their expenses only 
being paid by the society, with the exception of the Rev. John 
Lord, who has entered on the work with zeal and assiduity. 
To him a small advance was made, and fame speaks well of 
his success. Nodreport has yet been received from these young 
servants in the cause, as the vacation has not yet closed. 

Decease of friends of peace. So far our success for the 
year is without abatement. But uniformity in prosperity is not 
the allotment of man. Death has been busy in our ranks. 

The prophets, do they live for ever?” John Bevans, so 
long a tried friend of peace, and general agent of the London 
Peace Society, has been called to the rewards of the peace- 
maker. Wm. Watson, of ena, on whom the American 
Peace Society so much depended, soon followed him; and the 
venerable Moses Brown and George Benson have at length 
paid the debt of nature. The Rev. G. F. Davis, D. D., a 
member of our executive committee, has also died. Well, 
they have gone. They, during the year, have finished the 
work which God gave them to do, and have left a memorial 
behind them which will outlive the granite-built monuments of 
war. ‘ They rest from their labors, and their works do follow 
them.” Peace be to their ashes! We too shall soon follow. 
While we have reason to thank God for their long continuance 
on earth to aid the cause of peace, let us double our diligence, 
like them, to fill up the measure of our usefulness. 

Operations of foreign peace societies. It is probably in 
consequence of the death of Mr. Bevans, that we have heard 
but little from the London Peace Society since our last anni- 
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versary, and nothing at all from the Peace Society in Switzer- 
land, or the Society of Christian Morals in France. ‘The last 
report of the London Peace Society has not yet reached us, 
and we have received but two numbers of the Herald of Peace, 
which is now published monthly. 

Advance of public sentiment. ‘There has long been a 
steady, though silent progress of public opinion on the subject 
of peace in this country. Christians of every name have —_ 
to examine it more and more in the light of the Bible: and s 
extensively has this been done within a few years pas st, in 
multitudes in the land now regard every species of war as con- 
trary to the spirit of the gospel, and some have even stood 
aloof from our society because its constitution, formed nine 
years ago, took no round on this point, but left its members 
to settle their own views concerning the character of strictly 
defensive war. Many of them have done so; and the result 
already is an extending and deepening conviction that the whole 
war-system Is incompatible with the New Testament rightly 
understood. Our chief supporters have all along entertained 
the opinion, that the strict principles of the gospel condemn 
the spirit and practices of war in all its forms, but were willing 
to cooperate with any friends of the cause that would labor for 
the abolition of this dreadful custom. We would still pursue 
essentially the same system of measures, and invite the codp- 
eration of all that love God or man in this great work of com- 
mon interest ; but, as the public have often called aloud for an 
expression of our views respecting the consistency of war in 

.any form with the gospel, we think it timely and incumbent to 
state them in a revised constitution, such as will be submitted 
to the society by the committee appointed for the purpose at 
the last annual meeting. 

We ought, however, to guard the community against con- 
founding the cause of peace with foreign topics. Our object 
is to prevent war; and we do not feel ourselves, as a society, 
required or permitted to agitate the much vexed question 
whether civil government has a right in any case to take the 
life of its own subjects. ‘This point we do not regard as coming 
within our proper province, but leave our members, on this j just 
as upon any other point in politics, morals or religion, to think 
as they please, without feeling as a society any “responsibility 
for their opinions. We all agree in opposing the sword of war; 
but, as to the sword of the magistrate, we say, “ Let every soul 
be subject to the higher powers.” We agree in the doctrine 
of non-resistance to “the powers that be ;” but we think our- 
selves bound to follow rulers no farther than they follow Christ. 
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Removal of the bureau of the society. In consequence of 
the death of that devoted servant of the cause of peace, Wm. 
Watson, of ilartford, Conn., and for other reasons, it has be- 
come necessary to remove the head quarters of the society, 
which subject will be submitted to the society along with the 
new constitution. Presuming on such a change, a meeting of 
the friends of peace was called in Boston, who have forwarded 
by the general agent, a list of officers suited to the contemplated 
change. 

State of our funds. Notwithstanding the unexpected 
pressure of the times, which has caused the failure of some 
pledges of one hundred dollars each, and many of a smaller 
amount, our funds have increased bey ond those of any former 
year ; and they must increase still more, if we hope to accom- 
plish our object. Christians and philanthropists have too long 
put off this cause, with faint wishes and hopeless prayers for 
its success. We venture to assert, without fear of contradic- 
tion, that no society in our land, or in the world, has accom- 
plished so much with such feeble means. Incontrovertible 
evidence of this fact is found in this very report. Had we 
been supported as we ought to have been, ten times, nay an 
hundred times more might have been done. - Had the cause of 
peace been supported as it ought to have been since its first 
origin, by the blessing of God on our exertions, the nations of 
Christendom might be now safely moored in the haven of per- 
manent peace. If the mind of one man may be changed from 
a love of war to a love of peace by a single tract, or a single 
lecture,—and that has been the case with some of our most 
distinguished leaders,—the minds of a thousand, or of a million 
may be. But we have not been able, until this year, to dis- 
tribute more than one peace tract a year to a thousand readers 
in this country, or to deliver more than one peace lecture for 
ten thousand hearers, on the average during the eight previous 
years of our existence ; and yet it has been allowed by all that 
a great effect has been produced. Christians have got to learn, 
at least in this cause, that there is no doing good without a 
sacrifice. God will not be served with that which costs us 
nought. The world was not redeemed without an infinite 
sacrifice ; Christianity was not propagated without an amazing 
sacrifice ; and when the church, forgetful of the precepts and 
the denunciations of her master, had taken the sword, and her 
piety had well nigh perished by the use of the sweed, she did 
not becin to be reformed without the loss of blood and treasure, 
both willingly poured out for her reformation. And shall we 
expect this creat reformation to succeed without a sacrifice ? 
Christians act as though they believed, either that God would 
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not keep the promise which he has solemnly sworn to, or that 
it will be performed by miracle without human instrumentality, 
or that the ordinary preaching of the gospel, while that preach- 
ing allows of war, will bring the remedy. ‘They do not act 
thus in the cause of temperance, anti-slavery, African coloniza- 
tion, moral reform, or any other cause. Why then do they 
reason thus on the peace cause? Are they indifferent whether 

the remedy be applied or not? Christians! Come up to the 
help of the cause, with your thousands from the rich and with 
the widow’s mite, or no longer call yourselves the followers of 
the Prince of peace, who suffered death upon the cross that you 
might live. 

Use of funds. fit be asked, what we would do with funds 
if we had them? we answer, that we would put a peace 
tract in every man’s house in our whole country, at least once 
a year, particularly in the house of every minister of the gospel ; 
for not one minister in ten, probably not one in a hundred, has 
ever examined the subject. We would send our agents to 
preach, at least once a year, in every pulpit in our ‘land, to 
which he could get access, where the regular minister had not 
preached at least one peace sermon annually. We would lec- 
ture to every church, until that church consented to join in a 
general concert of prayer for the blessing of God on our iabors ; 
for, though God has promised that the time shall come when 
the nations shall learn war no more, he will be inquired of to 
do this for us, as much as for the conversion of the heathen. 
We would also labor with men of the world, and show them 
the folly and cruelty of war as well as its sin and wickedness, 
and would invite them to demand of their rulers, that steps 
should be immediately taken to convoke a congress of nations 
for the formation of a code of international law by compact 
and agreement, which should provide some method of settling 
national disputes, at least among Christian nations, without 
resort to the barbarous and uncbristian custom of national 
duels ; for what is called justifiable war is nothing else. When 
our own country has made some considerable progress in this 
subject, we would send some of our most conspicuous clergymen 
and laymen to address the churches and the public in Europe, 
and every other quarter of the world where there is any Chris- 
tianity or civilization. ‘The very attempt would dampen the 
flames of war, and would throw an imperishable lustre of glory 
around the name of our country. ‘This ought to be done ; this 
can be done; and every Christian and philanthropist, trusting 
in the promises and the blessing of God, ought to say, this 
suaLt be done. But this never will be done without a 
sacrifice. 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE AMERICAN PEACE SOCIETY, 
AS REVISED AT THE NINTH ANNUAL MEETING. 


Articie I. This society shall be designated the AMERICAN PEACE 
Sociery. 


Arr. If. This society, being founded on the principle that all war is contrary 
to the spirit of the gospel, shall have for its object to illustrate the inconsistency 
of war with Christianity, to show its baleful influence on all the great interests 
of mankind, and to devise means for insuring universal aud permanent peace. 


Arr. If. Persons of every Christian denomination, desirous of promoting 
peace on earth, and good- will towards men, may become members of this 
society. 


Arr. IV. Every annual subscriber of two dollars, and every donor of five 
dollars, shall be a member of this society. 


Art. V. Twenty dollars paid at one time shall constitute any clergyman or 
his wife, and thirty dollars any other person Member for Life; and fifty dollars 
shall make the former, and one hundred dollars the Jatter, an Honorary Mem- 
ber for life. 


Art. VI. The chairman of each corresponding committee, the two highest 
officers of every auxiliary contributing to the funds of this society, and every 
minister of the gospel who preaches once a year on the subject of peace, and 
takes up a collection in behalf of the cause, shall be entitled to the privileges 
of regular members. 


Art. VII. All contributors shall be entitled within the year to one half the 
amount of their contributions in the publications of the society. 


Arr. VIII. The officers of this society shall be a President, Vice Presidents, 
Directors, Secretaries, Treasurer, and an Executive Committee of not less than 
five, with power to fill their own vacancies, and transact the general business 
of the society. ‘The Board of Directors, whose chairman shall be the same 
with the Executive Committee, shall consist of not less than twenty, six besides 
the chairman or his proxy constituting a quorum, and shall have power to sup- 
ply vacancies in any ottice of the society, and direct all its operations till suc- 


cessors are chosen. 


Arr. IX. The society shall hold an annual meeting, at such time and place 
as the Board of Directors may appoint, to receive their own and the Treasurer’s 
report, to choose officers, and transact such other business as may come before 
them. 


Art. X. The object of this society shall never be changed; but the consti- 
tution may in other respects be altered, on recommendation of the Executive 
Committee, or any ten members of the society, by a vote of three-fourths of 
the members present at any regular meeting. 
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REPORT 


Or tHe Rev. George C. Beckwiru’s AGENCY IN BEHALF OF THE 
AMERICAN PEACE SOCIETY. 


From our last anniversary, | proceeded anew to the labors of my 
agency, and have had, through a kind providence, strength and 
opportunity to preach every Sabbath but one during the year. One 
I spent in Newark, N. J., and all the rest in New Beuchat: I have 
been more or less in every one of its States, and travelled about five 
thousand miles. I have occasionally preached and lectured seven 
or eight times in a week, and, on an average, about four times a week 
during the whole year, beside discourses on other parts of the gospel, 
and addresses to Sabbath schools, at peace prayer-meetings, and 
upon other occasions. 

General reception. Uhave almost uniformly met a kind and cordial 
reception. Ido not recollect more than one minister of the gospel 
who showed himself unfriendly to our cause ; and even he would 
not have refused me his pulpit, had it not been preéngaged, nor 
probably cherished any feelings of hostility or displeasure, but for 
the misconceptions into whic h he had beer: led respecting our prin- 
ciples and aims. I have found easy access to the pulpits of no less 
than nine religious der nominations, ‘and had ne: irly all the facilities I 
could desire for addre »ssing every class in the Christian community. 
The pulpit, the Sabbath school, our seminaries of learning from the 
highest to the lowest, the periodic al press, all the main channels of 
communication with the religious public, have been opened to me 
with little hesitation or reserve. I feel under obligation to my breth- 
ren of every name, for the kindness with which they have welcomed 
your agent and our cause. 

State of the public mind. I have found the religious community 
Much better prepared than I could have expecte d, for appeals in 
behalf of this enterprise. ‘To nearly nine congregations in ten, the 
subject, as a distinct department of Christian benevolence and _ re- 
form, was quite new; but, though they had read little, and heard less, 
they pretty uniformly lent a candid, favorable ear, and seemed to 
take an unexpected degree of interest. ‘There is much apathy, but 
still a predisposition to entertain the claims of peace. ‘The public 
mind is generally a blank, yet ready to receive a just and deep im- 
pression of this subject. God has strikingly prepared the people of 
New England, the scene of my labors, to welcome the cause of 
peace as an element of the gospel, and a part of the great moral 
machinery requisite for the world’s speedy and thorough conversion ; 
and, in this section of our country, there is now needed only the 
blessing of God upon the right use of the means he has appointed 
for the spread of pacific principles co-extensive with Christianity. 
The public mind here is apparently ripe for such means; and this 
calls aloud upon the friends of peace for a more extended and ener- 
getic system of agencies, publications and other instrumentalities to 
bring public opinion throughout New Eugland iuto practical accor- 
dance with the gospel on this momentous subject. 
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Ecclesiastical bodies. 1 have been present, in behalf of our society, 
at the meeting of the General Associations of Congregational and 
Presbyterian ministers in Connecticut, Massachusetts and New 
Hampshire, at each of which, addresses were made on the subject of 
peace, and resolutions adopted commending the cause to the special 
attention of ministers, and to the prayers and patronage of the Chris- 
tian community. ‘The subject was also brought before the General 
Association or Conference of Congregational ministers and churches 
in every State in New England, and similar resolves passed in favor 
of our cause. ‘The same has been done by the highest ecclesiastical 
bodies connected with the leading denominations in New England ; 
and we may regard the general voice of Christians here as decided 
in support of the enterprise to which we are devoted. 1 could not 
fail to observe at these meetings an increase of interest in the cause, 
and a growing conviction of its importance, and of the obligation 
resting on the followers of the Prince of peace to sustain it with 
more union and vigor. 

Literary institutions. Our main hope must rest, under God, upon 
the nurseries of youthful character ; and all these I have found pe- 
culiarly favorable to our cause. I have lectured eighteen times 
before colleges in New England, and addressed fifteen or twenty 
academies and high schools for both sexes. No where have I met 
with persons so open to conviction, or so susceptible of deep and 
just impressions on this subject, as among the select minds training in 
our literary institutions for future usefulness. Some of these insti- 
tutions have already become, and all of them, I trust, will ere-long 
become, nurseries of peace, and send forth through the community 
the best and strongest influences in favor of our cause. In all the 
colleges I visited, peace societies, I believe, have been organized 
where none existed before ; and some of them started under auspices 
highly encouraging. ‘The society in Middlebury College embraced 
nine-tenths of the students, and in the other colleges, a very respect- 
able proportion. 

I should be glad to mention a variety of facts relative to the cause 
of peace in our seminaries of learning, and under the other topics 
briefly presented in this report; but, however interesting or impor- 
tant | might deem such facts, the ordinary limits of a communication 
like this, will not allow me to give them in detail. 

Periodical press. I have found easy access to the public mind 
through the religious press. I have spent no small part of the intervals 
between my publie labors in writing on the subject of peace for 
newspapers, and other periodicals. In this way more than fifty arti- 
cles have come before the public, and probably reached two or three 
hundred thousand minds. 

Of how much ultimate use such appeals through the press will be, 
I cannot say ; but I think there is much reason to hope for results of 
permanent importance to the cause. ‘The subject is now afloat in 
the community; the public eye is turned to it as an object of general 
interest ; and every blow struck will be likely to produce much greater 
and more enduring effects, than the same efforts would have done 
thirty years ago. ‘The public mind-is ina state of transition, and 
ought to be watched with wise and ceaseless care. We need senti- 
nels through the land; and, had we a prompt and skilful pen of 
some power, near every religious print, to seize on passing events 
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connected more or less with our cause, to obviate the misconceptions 
and prejudices that occasionally appear in most of our periodicals, 
and to press its claims week atter week, from one month or quar- 
ter to another, upon the public mind, services like these would 
doubtless prove extremely useful. Our friends are multiplying in 
every direction; and I cannot refrain from the hope and belief, that 
such advocates will ere-long be found in all parts of our land. 

Organizations. I have not aimed at the formation of peace socie- 
ties, except in our colleges; and, where no society already existed, a 
train was started which has, I believe, led to the organization of an 
auxiliary in every one of them. Of these auxiliaries I have full and 
certain information from only two br three; and in each of these I 
learn that a considerable proportion of the students had become mem- 
bers, and that the prospects of the cause among them were more 
encouraging than I had ventured to hope. 

I could easily have organized scores of peace societies ; but I fully 
acquiesce in the opinion of the parent society, that it is not wise to 

Jorce such organizations into existence, or even to encourage them 
where there is not a sufficient degree of spontaneous and deep-seated 
interest to sustain them with vigor. I have thought best to throw 
the leaven into the public mind, and let it work in its own way ; 
to scatter the seeds of peace with as little noise or parade as possible, 
and leave them to spring up under the dews of heaven, and bring 
forth their appropriate fruits. I trust we shall eventually reap a 
rich harvest, especially from the seed sown in the churches, those 
moral gardens which God has reclaimed from the world’s wide and 
dreary waste. Christians are generally too little informed to take 
any intelligent and decided stand on the distinguishing principles of 
peace; but I think not a few churches will be prepared ere-long for 
such a step, and will then do more than any separate organizations 
could to clinch the nail which the friends of peace are now trying 
to drive. 

Funds. My main object has been, as you well know, to interest 
the Christian public in the subject of peace as a part of the gospel ; 
~but I have generally tendered to our friends an opportunity of ren- 
dering us such aid as they were spontaneously inclined to give. I 
have received but little in comparison with what we need, or what 
the cause deserves, yet more than could have been reasonably ex- 
pected under all the circumstances of the case. The people, vw re 
I have been, generally knew next to nothing of the object as a dis- 
tinct department of Christian benevolence and reform. I have spent 
most of the time in those sections of the country from which the 
largest contributions are rarely received by any of our charitable 
institutions; I have visited only two of the secondary cities in New 
England, and those under circumstances which forbade any special 
efforts to obtain funds; and the general pressure felt more or less 
through the year, has rendered it extremely difficult to raise money 
even for those societies to which the whole church has so long been 
pledged. In view of such facts, I have been gratefully disappointed 
in receiving for our cause so large an amount as I have. 

I have been gratified with the disposition of congregations to 
make their pastors members of our society for life. I have received 
the sums requisite for fifteen such memberships, with the promise 
of ten more, and I cannot but hope that such examples will be ex- 








34 Agent's Report. [ June, 


tensively, if not universally imitated in our churches of every name. 
It can in nine cases out of ten be done with great ease ; and, if some 
friend of our cause, whether male or female, will just start the matter 
in earnest, it will pretty certainly be accomplished to the gratification 
of all concerned. 

I have in almost every place perceived the effect of what the pas- 
tor had done, or neglected to do, in behalf of our cause. If he had 
given it his sanction by preaching upon the subject himself, they 
have, without any exception that | now recollect, been ready to re- 
ceive me with favor, and respond to my call for pecuniary aid; but, 
if he had never brought this part of the gospel before them in any 
distinct form, I could hardly expect them to hear ine without some 
mixture of distrust, much less to contribute with liberality or cheer- 
fulness. Pastors must themselves take hold of this cause, before 
their people will come to its aid; but I deem it quite certain, that the 
latter will not linger long or far in the rear of the former. 

| have met with some cheering instances of liberality to our cause. 
In a country town, where | had spent the Sabbath, I received, on 
Monday morning, a request to visit a good brother of the Baptist 
church, confined to his house by a Jingering illness. I went; and, 
on entering his chamber, | found him sinking in consumption. He 
wus too feeble to converse much, but rallied strength enough to in- 
quire after the progress and prospects of our cause, and to relate the 
manner of his becoming so deeply interested in its behalf. He had 
several years before chanced to travel in company with Mr. Ladd; 
and “from him,” said our friend, “1 received an impression I shall 
never lose. I regard war as a mass of sin, as the worst of human 
evils; and I look upon the cause of peace as immensely important. 
I have long been waiting for an opportunity to aid it; and I thank 
God for sending you here at this time, as I may never have another 
chance.” As a testimony of his interest in our cause, he gave me 
an order for one hundred dollars, and added, “ if the Lord spares me, 
you may expect more.”* 

Pledges to preach. 1 deem it well nigh essential to the complete 
success of our enterprise, that peace should come up in the ordinary 
discussions of the pulpit as an element of the gospel; and I am 
happy to say, that I have found ministers almost universally willing 
to preach on the subject of peace. I might have procured hundreds 
of pledges more than I have; but, as we furnish ministers thus 
pledged with the organ of our society, | feared to burden ourselves 
beyond our means. Still, | think every possible effort should be 
made to procure funds for this cheap and efficient mode of extending 
the principles of peace. Every minister who will pledge himself to 
plead this cause once a year before his people, ought to be made 
sure of gratuitously receiving, if he wishes, the periodical of our 
society to assist him in performing this service with greater ease 
and effect. 


* Since writing the paragraph above, I learn through the public prints, that 
Tromas W. 'To_~MAN, of Randolph, Mass., died not many weeks after I 
saw him. ‘* Blessed are the peace-makers; for they shall be called the chil- 
dren of God.’’ Matt. 5: 9. ‘Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord, from 
henceforth; yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and 
their works do follow them.’’ Rev. 14: 18, 
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Progress of pacific principles. 1 think the principles of peace are 
spreading silently, yet extensively in the community. The leaven 
has not been at work long enough, in most cases, to produce its full 
effects ; but I have seen enough to learn how it is working, and I feel 
confident that our cause is surely and steadily advancing. 

I will give you a single specimen. In a town somewhat secluded, 
I spent part of a Sabbath, and went during the week to address the 
lyceum and the academy on other aspects of this great subject. I 
did not, in my sermon, or either of my addresses, agitate the question 
concerning the lawfulness of wars strictly defensive, but left it, with 
a few leading hints, for the people to examine and settle at their 
leisure. The lyceum took the lion by his beard, and discussed the 
question, whether war in any case is justifiable on the principles of 
the gospel; and, after a long and animated debate, a vote, as usual 
with them, was taken on the merits of the case, and every member, 
except one, gave his voice against all war as inconsistent with 
Christianity. 

/Veed of efforts. The grand desideratum for our cause is effort. 
We cannot expect the spread of pacific principles without appropri- 
ate means; but God is ready to bless such means, and the Christian 
community to feel their speedy influence in revolutionizing the war 
sentiments of Christendom. With two or three laborers in this im- 
mense field, with a few hundreds of dollars, and a few thousands of 
tracts, we cannot dream of moving a whole nation; and the cause 
demands in this country at least oue agent for every State, and 
twenty or thirty thousand dollars for the present vear. Even such a 
scale of efforts, though more than ten times as great as in past years, 
would not equal by half the labors and expenditures in some other 
enterprises of Christian. reform. Let as much be done for peace, as 
has been for temperance or anti-slavery, and I should confidently 
anticipate a speedy and thorough change of public opinion con- 
cerning this master-sin and scourge of our world. 

Publications on peace. 1 have found an increasing demand for 
publications on peace, and could easily have secured the circulation 
~of a Jarge number to good purpose. I have by direction published 
1000 of the Solemn Review, 2000 of the Solemn Appeal, 10,000 of the 
Sketch of War, and nearly 10,000 of Peace Societies ; in all nearly 23,000, 
the greater part of which are already in circulation. 

Wheu unable to procure enough of our own publications for my 
use, I obtained 800 copies of the tract published by the American 
Tract Society on peace, and circulated most of them. I have also 
distributed 50 copies of Stories for Children, 110 of the Address to 
Ladies, 90 of the small tracts of the London Peace Society, and a 
considerable number of their large tracts; nearly 600 of War un- 
christian by the Connecticut Peace Society, and about 70 of their 
tract on the Moral Dignity of the Peace Enterprise. 1 have likewise 
put in circulation some hundreds of the Friend of Peace furnished me 
by the Rev. Dr. Worcester, the venerable patriarch of the peace 
cause in this country, and given to leading individuals, or to peace 


societies in literary institutions about 40 volumes on the subject of 


peace, 
I cannot tell the exact number of publications, large and small, I 
have been enabled to get into circulation during the year; but I think 
= =) - 
it cannot fall much, if it all below 20,000. This number is much in 
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advance of former years, yet trifling in comparison with what the 
cause demands; and, had there been such a system as we must ere- 
long have, | could easily have established small depositories of our 
publications in a number of somewhat central and important places. 
In a few instances I tried to do so; but it was an experiment from 
which I hope for little permanent benefit without a better organiza- 
tion of this department at the centre,—an improvement which I 
confidently expect to see very soon. 








Articte V. 


REV. MR. BECKWITH’S ADDRESS, 


ON THE DUTY OF CHRISTIANS TO REMOVE THE DISGRACE BROUGHT 
UPON OUR RELIGION BY THE WARS OF CHRISTENDOM. 


Mr. Presipent,—I rise with unfeigned sorrow to offer a sentiment 
which may seem :to cast censure on the great body of Christians 
through the world; but duty, always paramount to every other con- 
sideration, plainly requires us to acknowledge the guilt in which the 
custom of war has involved the church of C hrist, and to unite our 
best endeavors for the removal of this stain from the sacred name 
we bear. I stand not here a willing accuser of my brethren; but, 
having been ourselves more or less under a sort of military mania, 
having from our childhood inhaled the moral malaria of war, I deem 


it high time for us, along with all the disciples of the Prince of 


peace, to put in practice the resolution I have the honor to move in 
these words,—that Christians are bound by the strongest and most sacred 
obligations to remove the pisGrace which the wars of Christendom have 
brought wpon their religion. 


You perceive, Sir, that this resolution embraces several points of 


vital importance,—the fact that the wars of nations nominally Christian 
HAVE disgraced our religion ; the ability of Christians, if they will, to re- 
move this disgrace ; and the pressure of obligation upon them to use the 
means requisite for this purpose. 

The stigma of war, Sir, was branded upon Christianity by human 
hands. Once she was entirely free from this stain, and caught it 
first from her unhallowed and fatal union with the state. Neither 
Christ, nor his apostles, nor any of his early disciples, ever lent the 
slightest countenance to the custom of war. So long as the gospel 
was received in its primitive simplicity, and the lamp of piety burnt 
pure and bright in the church, Christians no more thought of be- 
coming soldiers than we should of turning pirates at the permission 
or command of our government; but, remaining one after another 
in the army afier their conversion, and seduced at length into alli- 


ance with the state under Constantine the Great, the followers of 


the Prince of peace—a lamentable proof of their degeneracy—no 
longer saw the glaring inconsistency of war with their religion, and 
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began even to apologize for the atrocities of a practice more fit for 
tigers or fiends than for men. 

Look at the result in centuries of guilt, disgrace and wretched- 
ness. For fifteen hundred years, the chureh, lured or forced into 
the service of war, has been chained to its car, and dragged through 
its pollution and its blood; and all this time has she stood before 
the world in a garb that utterly belies her real character as a frater- 
nity of saints and peace-makers. 

Do you deem this complaint too severe ? Then review the history 
of Christendom written for ages in blood, and you will find proof 
the most ample, decisive and humiliating. How often have the pro- 
fessed disciples of the Prince of peace met on the field of battle 
butcher one another by thousands under the pretended sanction of 
heaven! Even bishops themselves once led them in person to this 
work of mutual slaughter! Are not Christians still compelled, 
pone ti the church is united with the state, to repeat in time of 

yar a stereotyped form of prayer to the God of peace and love for 
his antes upon enterprises of national pillage and human butchery ? 
Have they not sometimes gone from the very table of their common 
Lord to strew the earth with each others’ mangled corpses? ‘The 
history of Christendom has been for ages full of facts like these ; 
and the great mass of mankind hold our religion responsible for 
them all. 

War seems, indeed, to have been the business and the boast of 
nations professedly Christian. Of less than seven centuries Chiris- 
tian England spent more than two hundred and sixty years—nearly 
half the whole time—in waging twenty-four wars with Christian 
France alone; and in one hundred and three years, she had only two 
years of peace! Christian nations, descended from ancestors singu- 
larly warlike, have been, not in consequence, but in spite of their 
peaceful religion, the most notorious fighters on earth; and for 
twelve or fifteen hundred years, Christendom itself has been little 
better, | had almost said, than one vast slaughter-yard of mankind. 

Look at their present policy. War, the work of marauders, in- 
tvendiaries and murderers, they deem the most honorable of all em- 
ployments! ‘They study it as a scienc e; they cultivate it as an art; 
they resort to it for a livelihood,—a livelihood from vice and crime, 
from tears and blood! The profession of arms is still among Chris- 
tinus themselves a highway to honor and office, to wealth, and fame, 
and power. What secured so much of these for the Buonaparte 
fainily? The sword. Who have ever been in our own country the 
most popular and successful candidates for office? Warriors. 
England lavished upon one of her favorite generals nearly a million 
of dollars a year for his services, and then placed him at the head of 
her nobility, for a time at the helm of her government. What 
raised such men as Nelson and Wellington to the peerage? Noth- 
ing but suecess in bloodshed; and war was the origin, war is still 
the support of aristocracy and despotism through the world. 

‘Think not to exonerate the church from all share in this general 
reproach. Have not real as well as nominal Christians, age after 
age, lent their countenance to war? Have not ininisters themselves 
apologize -d for its abominations, and returned thanks to God for its 
triumphs in carnage, plunder and devastation? ‘To this day are 
temples of the Prince of peace profaned with its fulsome praises and 
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blood-stained trophies. Do not professed Christians join men of the 
world in idolizing the demigods of war? Do they not still train 
some of their own children to this work of death as the business of 
life, and teach the rest to admire war and the warrior ? 

A melancholy instance recurs to my memory. A little more than 
a year ago the country was shocked at the details of a duel near the 
city of Washington between two young men of very respectable 
connexions, one of whom was brought in the agonies of death to his 
father’s house, as the first intimation the family “had of the rencontre 
which terminated in that fatal catastrophe. Last summer, while 
travelling among the Green Mountains, I met with a minister of the 
gospel who had taught a school in the metropolis eight or ten years 
before, and had that very victim for one of his pupils. The father, 
he said, was an elder of high standing in the Presbyterian church, 
and had exerted himself with distinguished zeal and success to 
check the murderous practice of “duelling ; ; but he had reflected so little 
on the system of wholesale murder legalized under the name of war, 
as to have trained all his sons to the profession of arms, to the trade 
of human butchery, for a livelihood; and in the murder of this son 
he found the legitimate fruit of what his own hand had planted. 
War is only the custom of duelling extended to nations; essentially 
the same in its spirit, in its principles, in its general results; the 
very same in kind, and only worse, incomparably worse, in degree. 

Will you tell us, Sir, Christians are not responsible for tlhe wars 
of Christendom? But why not? Because they hold not in their 
hands the helm of its governments? But once they did; and, during 
that period, were there no wars in Christendom? Alas! that was 


just the bloodiest era in all modern history, when the crusades, those 


mad and merciless wars of religion proclaimed by the pope himself, 
enforced by the whole clergy, and deemed a sure passport to the 
highest rewards of heaven, exhausted the treasures of Europe, and 
drenched three continents in the blood of millions on millions. 
Forty millions of nominal Christians sacrificed for the recovery of 
Palestine from unbaptized hands! What a comment on the degen- 
eracy of the church from the precepts and example of Him who 
bade Peter sheathe even the sword he had drawn in defence of his 
Master’s life, and denounced a curse, too fearfully inflicted, on those 
who take the sword! “All they that Taxe the sword, shall pERisH by 
the sword.” 

I appeal, Sir, to facts well known, and ask you to mark the dis- 
grace actually brought upon Christianity by the martial character of 
Christendom. Its wars have been for centuries a standing libel on 
our religion, and made it a by-word and reproach, all over the earth, 
to infidels and Jews, Mohamedans and pagans. Have none of these 
ever read the blood-stained pages of our history? Know they not 
that Christendom is still a nursery of warriors? Are they unac- 
quainted with her thousands of war-ships ready to launch their vol- 
leys of death, and her millions of soldiers on tiptoe for plunder, car- 
nage an’ devastation? Have they never seen her fleets and armies, 
never heard the thunder of her cannon, never felt her ruthless power 
in plundering their property, burning their towns, and slaughtering 
their relatives and friends? On all these points, Sir, there is a fear- 
ful accumulation of facts; and were a tithe of these facts spread 
before this community, they would no longer be surprised at the 
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prejudices of the whole unevangelized world against the religion of 
the cross. 

Ask the missionary. “Go back,” the pagan scornfully tells him, 
“go back to your countrymen, to the brethren of your own faith, 
and teach them how to live, before you come to instruct us.” “We 
come,” say the heralds of the cross, “as ambassadors of the Prince 
of peace, to publish in his name peace on earth and good-will to all 
mankind.” “ Peace!” exclaims the astonished pagan; “ peace from 
Christendom, from the very hotbed of war, from realms drenched, 
age after age, in Christian blood, and still bleaching with the bones 
of slaughtered millions!” Well did the emperor of China, as he 
banished the Jesuits from his empire, complain, that “ Christians, 
wherever they go, whiten the soil with human bones.” 

Frequent and bitter, also, have been the reproaches cast upon us 
by the followers of the false prophet. “Why,” said a Turk to the 
missionary Wolff when at Jerusalem, “why do you come to us ?” 
“'To bring you peace.” “Peace!” retorted the indignant Mussul- 
man, “peace!! Look yonder,” pointing to Calvary. “ There, Sir, 
on the very spot where your own Lord poured out his blood, has 
the Mohamedan been obliged to interfere to keep Christians from 
butchering one another.” It was literally true that Mohamedans 
had been obliged thus to restrain nominal Christians; and the poor 
Turk, like six hundred millions of our race, knew no difference 
between any dwellers in Christendom, but looked upon them all as 
alike the accredited representatives of our religion. 

Nor is infidelity less severe upon us. “Ye. bungling soul-physi- 
cians!” exclaims Voltaire in bitter sarcasm, “to bellow for an hour 
or more against a few flea-bites, and not say a word about that horrid 
distemper which tears us to pieces! Burn your books, ye moralizing 
philosophers! Of what avail is humanity, benevolence, meekness, 
temperance, piety, When half a pound of lead shatters my body; 
when I expire, at the age of twenty, under pains unspeakable; when 
my eyes, at their last opening, see my native town all in a blaze, and 
the last sounds I hear are the shrieks and groans of women and 
thildren expiring amidst the ruins ?” 

The Jew, too, spurns our religion as utterly unlike that which the 
Messiah, promised in the Old Testament as the Prince of peace, 
would be expected to introduce. This objection has been repeated 
a thousand times, but rarely with more force than at Falmouth in 
England, where a Jew, when a celebrated advocate of Foreign Mis- 
sious was announced to preach, posted on the door of the church 
this notice: “Our Messiah, when he comes, will establish a system 
of mercy, peace and kindness upon earth, while among you Chris- 
tians, only disputes, animosities and cruelties mark your passage 
through the world. Possibly your religion sanctions these things; 
ours does not. With us the goodness and beneficence alone of the 
Mosaic laws constitute their grand authority, and proclaim aloud 
their emanation from a God of love. We want no better, we expect 
no better, till Messiah shall indeed come. Then will every man sit 
under his own vine and under his own fig tree; nation shall no 
longer lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more ; the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the wolf and the 
lamb shall feed together, and a little child shall lead them. Has 
this golden era of peace and love ever yet been witnessed? Speak, 
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Christian, speak candidly; bas it been once seen through the last 
eighteen hundred years ?” 

On this point, then, there is surely no need of my saying more. 
History teems with proof that the wars of Christendom have deeply 
disgraced our religion before the whole world; and the only ques- 
tion is, whether the disciples of the Prince of peace can, and sHouLp, 
and WILL wipe out this foulest of all stains from the hallowed 
name they bear. ‘Tell us not, they have no power to exculpate their 
religion from the sin and shame of war among nations professedly 
Christian. I know they cannot put an immediate end to the custom ; 
but can they not wash their own hands from all sbare in its guilt? 
Can they not cease to patronize it, or talk of its glory, or pray for its 
success, or train their own children for its service, or connive at any 
of its foul and bloody deeds? Can they not bear their publie and 
decided testimony against its manifolil abominations ? 

This, Sir, Christians could do with perfect ease; and this alone 
would relieve their religion from all responsibility for the wars of 
Christendom. Let them proclaim to the world their purpose of 
having nothing whatever to do with such a system of legalized crime 
and mischief; let them pour down upon its mass of pollution and 
misery the full blaze of heaven’s own light; let them bring against 
it all the moral influences which the God of peace has put within 
their reach, and resolve never to cease from the right use of such 
meaus, until swords are every where beaten into ploughshares, and 
spears into pruning-hooks. Let them suit their actions to their 
words ; and, catching the spirit of that blessed era when a stain upon 
conscience was to the Christian more dreadful than the stake, let 
them say to war-making rulers, ‘We cannot, we parE not, lend the 
least countenance to this wholesale butchery of mankind. We be- 
lieve it to be the climax of human wickedness, and can have no 
share in its sims; but must in conscience teach all under our care or 
influence to hold it in deepest abhorrence. We?’ll write against it; 
we li] preach against it; we’l] talk against it; we’ll pray against it; 
through life and in death will we bear our testimony against it. No 
demands, no threats, no tortures, shall turn us from this purpose. 
Martyrs to our faith, ye may make us; recreants, traitors, never! 
Seize, if ye will, our property, load us with chains, drag us to the 
prison or the gallows. We?’|l offer our necks to the halter, we’ll 
bare our bosoms to your steel; but never, never will we stain our 
consciences, and peril our souls by aiding in this work of pillage, 
murder and conflagration,’ 

Such a stand, taken by the whole church, would surely and speed- 
ily remove the disgrace of war from our religion, and ere-long sweep 
the custom itself from every land where the influence of Christianity 
is predominant. I admit the difficulty of such a work; but Chris- 
tians can, if they will, accomplish it before the lapse of another gen- 
eration. They have the means, all the moral power requisite for 
this purpose ; and God will hold them responsible for the conse- 
quenecés of their neglect to exert this power, and use those means. 
The path of their duty seems to me plain as noonday; and, if they 
will just walk straight forward in it, God will bring them to the 
result desired. Let them only do what they ought to have done 
centuries ago; let them set themselves in solemn earnest against the 
whole war-system as utterly incompatible with their religion of uni- 
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versal peace and love; let them all come up to the work as one 
man, and concentrate upon it their utmost energies; let them never 
cease from the use of any means that God has put within their reach ; 
let them educate their children to a deep, settled abhorrence of war, 
and make every pious fireside, and every seminary of learning in 
Christendom, a nursery of peace to train up an entire generation of 
peace-makers; let the pulpit, the press, all the main organs of 
communication with the public mind, be fully enlisted in this cause 
of God and bleeding humanity; let one tenth, one thousandth part 
of the money, time and talents now wasted for war-purposes even 
in peace, be devoted to the spread of pacific principles; give us only 
the treasure, blood and mind thrown «way in one war, in a single 
campaign, in a solitary battle; and we should have means amply 
sufficient under God to revolutionize the war-sentiments of Chris- 
tendom, and to set a-going a train of instrumentalities that would 
banish this custom ere-long trom every country blest with the light 
of the gospel. 

Do you doubt, Sir, the duty of Christians to do all this? To me 
it seems so plain that I will not stopto prove it. Is not war contrary 
to the spirit of the gospel? Is it not utterly incompatible with the 
precepts, aims and tendencies of Christianity? Did not the example 
of Christ, his apostles, and all his early disciples, condemn it? Was 
there ever a war,—can there be one, without multiplying to a fearful 
extent almost every species of vice, and crime, and misery? Is it 
not a tissue of guilt, a mighty engine of mischief, an ocean of impu- 
rity, blood and tears ? 

It is superfluous, then, to ask whether the sons and daughters of 
the God of peace are under strong and sacred obligations to do every 
thing in their power for the abolition of such a custom. You might 
as well inquire whether Christians ought to obey the gospel by lov- 
ing God with all their hearts, and blessing mankind to the utmost 
extent of their ability. Why do you seek to remove or diminish 
ignorance, sin and misery in any of their forms? The very same 
motives require you to labor in the cause of peace as a handmaid to 
the improvement, the present and everlasting welfare of mankind, 
Why did you, Sir, strive, upon another continent, to enlighten the 
ignorant, and reclaim the vicious in the great emporium of fashion ? 
War is a nurse of ignorance and vice. Why do you still toil for the 
removal of intemperance? War is a vast liotbed of intemperance. 
Why do you seek to rescue the Sabbath from desecration? War 
scorns to acknowledge any Sabbath, and absolutely requires the 
three or four millions of standing soidiers in Christendom to trample 
it under foot. Why would you fain raise your moral dykes against 
the waves of licentiousness that threaten to inundate every city and 
village in the land? War has been a very Sodom the world over. 
Do you denounce the traflic in the bodies and souls of men? War 
originated that system of abominations; and, but for its spirit, and 
omnipresent protection, every species of legalized oppression in 
Christendom would soon come to an end. Would you give the 
Bible and the Sabbath, the sanctuary and the Christian ministry, to 
every dweller on the globe? All these war withholds from its own 
agents, and doves much to prevent their being given to the rest of 
mankind. Would you banish superstition and idolatry from the 
earth? War is itself the relic of a barbarous paganism, and almost 
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as hostile as any form of error to the spiritual interests of men. 
Why do you seek the salvation of souls? War destroys them by 
wholesale, 

Such views must, if any thing can, rivet the obligations of this 
cause upon the conscience of every Christian. IT might, but will not 
speak of its claims upon the patriot and the philanthropist. [might 
allude to hearts crushed in the anguish of bereavement; to families 
broken up for ever; to widows with their fatherless children, thrown 
upon the charities of a cold world; to villages laid in ruins, and 
cities reduced to ashes, and provinces swept with the besom of des- 
olation, and a deluge of crimes and calamities poured over empires. 
I might tell of property wasted, and life sacrificed, and happiness 
destroyed, and miseries entailed, and liberty cloven down, and every 
species of vice and crime multiplied, and whole communities de- 
moralized, and the dearest interests of mankind for two worlds 
blasted by the simoom of war, 

I know, Sir, where I stand; and, could old ‘Time roll back his car 
some sixty years, and again convert this city of our annual solemni- 
ties into the head quarters of a foreign invader, we should soon 
learn what war is and does, Look across yon stream, and imagine 
you see moored there the old Jersey man-ot-war, a floating dunge Ou 
of disease and death, where no less than eleven thousand of our 
countrymen perished during the revolutionary war, like the plague- 
smitten wretches in the holds of aslave-ship. ‘Turn your eye across 
the Hudson to the American camp, where the savage laws of war 
were supposed to demand of the mild and generous Washington 
himself, retaliation for the murder of an American officer by the 
sacrifice of the young, the accomplished, the nobly descended Asgill. 
For a time, the sword hangs over his head in suspense; and mean- 
while the tidings of his threatened doom reach Europe, and interest 
in his behalf a wide circle of friends beside his agonized mother. 
She intercedes in person with the king and queen, She writes to 
hey the interference of the French minister, and pleads as only a 
mother could plead, “The subject on whic h | implore your assist- 
ance,” she says to him, “is too heart-rending to be dwelt on. My 
son, my Only son, dear to me as he is brave, amiable as he is beloved, 
only nineteen years of age, a prisoner of war in consequence of the 
capitulation of Yor ktown, i is at present confined in America as an 
object of reprisal, Figure to yourself, Sir, the situation of a family 
in these circumstances, Surrounded, as I am, with objects of dis- 
tress, bowed down by fear and grief, words are wanting to express 
what I feel, and to paint such a scene of misery ;—my husband, given 
over by his physicians some hours before the arrival of this news, 
not in a condition to be informed of it; and my daughter attacked 
by a fever accompanied with delirium, speaking of her brother in 
tones of wildness, and without an iuterval of reason, except it be to 
listen to some circumstances concerning him which may console 
her heart. Let your sensibility, Sir, conceive my inexpressible mis 
ery, and plead in my favor for a son born to abundance, to indepen- 
dence, and the happiest prospects. Permit me once more to entreat 
your interference in behalf of innocence, in the cause of justice and 
humanity; but whether my request be granted or not, I feel confident 
you will pity the distress by which it is prompted, and your human- 
ity will drop a tear on my fault, and blot it out for ever.” 
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So it must; and God hasten the day when a custom, requiring 
such a deed from such a man, shall no longer pollute any spot upon 
which the gospel of peace sheds its celestial beams. Will patriots, 
can philanthropists, pane Christians, any longer bear in silence this 
mighty incubus of guilt and blood on the bosom of crushed human- 
ity? If they do, God will hold them responsible for the conse- 
quences; and wo to the church, wo to the world, if Christians persist 
in their cruel slumbers over this crying sin, and shame, and curse of 
Christendom. 


Arricie VI. 
LITERARY NOTICES. 


1. The Little Soldier; a Plea for Peace. Published by the 
Massachusetts S$. 5. Society. Boston. 1837. pp. 122. 


Tuts is one of the best books for the young on the subject 
of peace that we have ever seen; and we thank the Massa- 
chusetts Sabbath School Society for its labors in this as well 
as other departments of evangelical instruction, and think their 
example worthy of being imitated by all those who are charged 
with providing mental aliment for the rising generation. The 
style, the facts, the arguments, the spirit, all are very much 
as we could wish; and, if every book put into the hands of 
children throughout Christendom were fitted to exert a similar 
influence, wars would cease, with the very next generation, 
from every land blest with the light of the gospel. We com- 
mend the book to our young readers, and to all that would aid 
in educating a generation of peace-makers. It is muilum in 
parvo, a little manual of peace. 


2. Dissertation on the Subject of a Congress of Nations. By a 
Iriend of Peace. New York, 1837, pp. 156. 12mo. 


It is well known, that a few individuals, several years ago, 
offered, through the American Peace Society, a premium of 
one thousand dollars for the best dissertation on a Congress of 
Nations. ‘The first committee of arbitration virtually made 
no decision at all, by proposing to divide the premium between 
some half dozen competitors; and the last committee, having 
selected each a different essay, succeeded no better, and 
gave back the manuscripts to their respective writers. 

One of these has recently been published by the author, on 
his own responsibility, under the title copied at the head of 
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this article. The first seventy pages are occupied in describ- 
ing the evils of war, and the remainder devoted to the specific 
object of the dissertation. It might properly be termed a 
treatise on the evils and the remedies of war, and may, on this 
account, be more acceptable and more useful to a portion of 
readers. It is written with a considerable degree of vivacity 
and force; its facts and statistics are sufficiently startling; 
uod it would be found by those who sneer at the idea of abol- 
ishing this master-scourge of our race, much easier to disre- 
gard its arguments, than to answer them. 


3. Obstacles and Objections to the cause of Peace considered. By 
a Layman. Boston. 1837. pp. 76. 8vo. 


The twenty-three sections composing this pamphlet not a 
few of our readers have already seen in the religious news- 
papers where they were first published. The friends of peace 
will easily recognise the popular pen from which they pro- 
ceeded, and will be glad to see them in their present form. 
No one need be deterred from a perusal by the size of the 
pamphlet; for, aside from the author’s simple and flowing 
style, the division into short sections embracing each a dis- 
tinct topic, will make it very easy to read. We read them 
as they came week after week from the periodical press; but 
we have reperused them with increased pleasure and profit. 
We commend them to the special attention of those who would 
qualify themselves to answer current objections to our cause, 
and of all such as have reflected just enough on the subject 
to see its difficult and vulnerable points. 

We have not space for extracts or analysis; but we may 
perhaps return to it in a future number. 


4. Youth’s Cabinet, devoted to liberty, peace, temperance, piely, 
and truth. Edited by N. Sournarp. 


We are glad to recognise in this paper a coadjutor in our 
own cause among the rising generation, the class on whom 
we rely most; and we wish the editor and publisher success in 
his enterprise. We hope that every number may contain as 
good an article on ‘‘ peace and war,”’ as the extracts from Dr. 
Johnson in the paper now before us 
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Articte VII. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


FIGHTING CHRISTIANS, 

‘* MAKE all men Christians,’’ say some, ‘‘ and wars will cease.’? As a com- 
ment on this common remark, [ will relate a circumstance which was told me 
by an aged minister of the gospel, who lives in one of our seaport towns. 

He said, that, during the last war, a member of his church, apparently a pi- 
ous man, bought a share in a privateer, and went out in her. ‘They fell in 
with a British ship that had not heard of the war. In bringing her to, this 
Christian fired into the ship, and mortally wounded the captain. When this 
professor of religion boarded the prize, the captain was expiring, and had only 
time to learn, that the United States had declared war against Great Britain; 
and his last words were, ‘“‘ Good God, am I killed by an American!’’ It was 
supposed that the British captain was particularly attached to the Americans. 

We never hear a man say, “let slavery continue until all men become 
Christians; let intemperance continue until all men become Christians;’’ or, 
what amounts to the same thing, that there is no need of any special 
efforts in the cause of temperance; for, when‘all men become Christians, 
they will become temperate. But we often hear, and sometimes from minis- 
ters the above remark, *‘ make all men Christians, and wars will cease; and 
therefore there is no need of any special effort to abolish war.’’ Which is as 
much as to say, *‘ let Christians continue to shoot and stab one another, until 
all men become Christians.’’ Ww. 

THOMAS SHILLESTO. 
Furnished by Miss Sarah M. Grimké, 

That the everlasting arm of mercy is still extended towards the members of 
the human family, in all their various allotments and circumstances in life, is a 
truth which calls forth the liveliest emotions of gratitude, adoration and praise. 
Besides the light emanating from our dear Master, which if properly attended 
to, would lead all to happiness, how many instrumental means of awakening 
man to a sense of his undone and miserable condition, has our High Priest and 
Saviour bestowed! How many ministers has he called and sanctified for this 
service! ‘Through what exercises and trials have they been led, that they 
might feel for, and sympathise with those whose spiritual dwellings are in 
desolate places! 

Thomas Shillesto, believing himself called by his great Master to visit the 
sheep of the true fold in Germany, was, while fulfilling this concern, led into 
deep exercise and feeling for the prisoners in one of the state prisons. Believ- 
ing it to be his duty to use every means in his power to procure admission to 
them, he procured a letter of recommendation to a man of some consequence 
residing near the place, but whom he found on his arrival to be from home. 
He could not obtain admission without the authority of some one; and how to 
obtain it he knew not. But he who seeth the end from the beginning, and 
who willed that these poor prisoners should hear the gospel of glad tidings 
preached unto them, opened a way where there seemed to be no way. By 
the inquiry he made, Thomas attracted the attention of the only person in the 
place who could grant him the privilege he desired. From him he obtained a 
letter to the governor directing him to allow Thomas a meeting with the pris- 
oners. Thomas now perceived the overruling hand of Providence in the 

absence of him to whom his first letter was addressed; for he found he could 
not have granted him the liberty he desired, and from his character would 
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have been more likely to have opposed it. Thomas now presented his letter 
to the Governor, who procured him a meeting with the prisoners, which, 
although a pretty open time, did not altogether relieve his mind, and he was 
induced to believe by the overflowings of gospel love towards such, that there 
were other prisoners confined in the castle, whom for some cause the Governor 
had not produced. Upon mentioning his suspicion to the Governor, he con- 
fessed that there were such, but that they were among the most abandoned 
and profligate of men, that they had murdered their late Governor, and that he 
did not consider it safe to bring them together. ‘Thomas tried to persuade him 
to grant him an interview with them; but not until a second letter from Thomas’ 
friend did he give permission for a visit, and even then he told him, he must 
meet them by himself as he could not think of risking his own life among them. 
He appointed a certain time for the meeting; and as it approached, leaving 
his watch and money at the inn where he abode, he proceeded towards the 
castle. But as he went, a concern came over him and a fear, that he had 
shown a want of faith in thus leaving them; this uneasiness increasing he re- 
turned and procured these articles. When he reached the castle, the Governor 
informed him that all was ready; and although he had told him before that he 
would not go with him, yet he now felt most easy to attend him, though 
evidently in fear. 

‘The meeting was held, in which so powerfully did the preaching of Thomas 
take hold of the hearts of these deluded sinners, that they were all melted into 
tears. The Governor also, when he had ended, apparently under the solemnity 
which covered the assembly, weightily addressed the prisoners, who, when 
Thomas, as he felt most easy to do, shook hands with each of them, clung 
round him as hardly knowing how ‘to let him depart. 


MORAL CHARACTER OF HEROES, 

These demigods of the world have pretty generally been rotten to the very 
core of their moral character. The debaucheries of Nelson, Wellington, and 
many in Our own country whose names we forbear to repeat, are well known 
to persons acquainted with their private history. On this point it were easy to 
furnish facts which would fill the best portions of the community with disgust 
and horror. We give below a few specimens from the newspapers, of the 
patriots and heroes in Texas, whose characters and exploits were eulogized 
last winter by certain members of Congress, as entitled to nearly the same ad- 
miration as the fathers of our own revolution! 

‘*In the year 1813, Jra Inzram was a school teacher in the village of Utica, 
where he committed a forgery, for which he was sentenced to imprisonment in 
the state prison at New York. After his release he assumed another name, 
and became a bookseller ina small way somewhere in the State of Kentucky. 
We perceive by the New York papers, that a law on the subject of slavery 
has been recently enacted in the nation of Texas, and that one Ira Ingram 
has signed the same as Speaker of the House of Representatives of that republic. 

‘And was not the Churles E. Hawkins, who recently died in New Orleans, 
holding the office of Commodore of the Texas navy, the same individual who, 
some eight or ten years ago, committed a most savage, cold-blooded, and de- 
liberate murder, in Key West, Florida, upon William Allison McRea, Esq., 
the talented, hig!i-minded, and honorable Attorney of the United States for that 
District; and escaped the gallows only because the deed was so atrocious that 
a jury ofthe District could not be had, who had not ‘formed and expressed 
an opinion’ on the subject? The Territory could not demand a change of 
venue—the prisoner would not; and he was, therefore, discharged after two 
terms of the court. 

‘« We are very certain that the ‘ vicissitudes of fortune’ have transferred a 
multitude of cut-throats, desperadoes, outlaws, and criminals, into Texan 
heroes and statesmen. Robert Potter and Mosely Baker, both great men in 
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that new republic, are not unknown to the criminal records of our country. 
A fellow who ran away from his creditors, and floated down the Arkansas in 
a pirogue, was for a time acting governor of Texas. And against some of the 
heroes of San Janeinto indictments for murder, &c., are now pending in this 
j very county.”’ . 





ArticLte VIII. 


INTELLIGENCE. 


The Richland Peace Society report to the American Peace Society, That 
i | their society was organized 25th December, 1235; that it now consists of 
sixty-two members; that its officers are 

AnpREW H. Stevens, President, 

Rev. Rauepu Rosinson, Vice President, 

Rautpeu FrenNcuH, Secretary, 

JosepH Gisss, Treasurer. 


In accordance with a resolution of said society at its last meeting, I herewith 
transmit to the American Peace Society five dollars, and request that society 
to forward to us such publications as they deem best calculated to enlighten 
the public mind, and promote the object of the cause generally. 

This is a subject with which the people of this region appear to be but litue 
acquainted. I presume, that papers and tracts of the right kind might be very 
M profitably circulated here. I think the minds of the community about this 
] place are not hostile, but pretty well prepared to receive instruction on the 

subject, and to embrace the peace principles when fully made to understand 
them. 

Below you have a copy of our preamble and constitution. 

R. Frencn, Secretary. 

Richland, Oswego Co., N. Y., April 28, 1837. 


‘© We, the subscribers, viewing war as a distressing and desolating evil, ex- 
‘tremely demoralizing in its tendency, unauthorized by the word of God, which 
prohibits the spirit of retaliation, and whether it will issue in favor of the injured 
is wholly uncertain; believing, also, that the general current of public opinion 
against it would effect its extinction; to give an opportunity more fully to make 
our views known by an interchange of thought, and free discussion upon this 

é subject, do agree to associate ourselves together, and adopt the following 
CONSTITUTION, 

ArticLE 1. This association shall be called the RicHLAND PEACE 
Sociery. 

Art. 2. The object of this Society shall be to expose the evils of war, to 
inculcate the principles of peace, and endeavor to devise means for the settle- 
ment of national discords, as substitutes for war. 

Art. 3. No resolution or act of this Society shall be adopted tending to 
oppose any particular religious or political sect. 

Art. 4. Every person subscribing this constitution shall be a member. 

Art. 5. The officers of this Society shall be a President, Vice President, 
Secretary, and Treasurer, who shall perform the usual duties of such officers, 
and who together shall form a Poard of Supervision to manage the business of 
the Society. 

Arr. 6. This Society shall hold its annual meetings on the evening of the 
24th of December; and in case of any important exigences, the officers may 
call extra meetings. 
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Art. 7. Any person may withdraw from this Society, by signifying his 
wish so to do to the Secretary, at any annual meeting. 

Art. 8. This constitution may be amended at any annual meeting, by a 
vote of two-thirds of its members present.’’ 


MR. LORD'S REPORT. 
To the General Agent of the American Peace Society. 
DEAR Sir, 

Having returned from my agency in behalf of the cause of peace, I 
would submit a brief report: 

I left Andover about the middle of April, and have labored six weeks chiefly 
in the counties of Norfolk and Plymouth. I have visited the principal towns, 
have travelled three hundred and fifty miles, and delivered twenty-five sermons 
and addresses. Owing to the peculiar state of the times, I have collected but 
fifty-four dollars. It may be well to observe, however, that the counties to 
which my labors were chiefly confined have been extensively engaged in the 
shoe business, which has suffered peculiarly from the money pressure. Public 
sentiment would not warrant collections except in few of the towns which I 
visited. ‘The ultimate interests of the cause would have been injured by any 
opposition to the feelings and prejudices of the community at this particular 
time. 

I am happy to state, however, that I met more sympathy than I expected. 
All were ready to hear, and candidly to examine the subject, so far as | know. 
The state of public sentiment respecting this great cause, where I labored, 
was very encouraging. ‘There appeared to be neither apathy nor opposition. 
All spoke of the cause as a very important one, and Christians, generally, were 
inclined to regard war, all war, as irreconcilable with the spirit of the gospel. 
I cannot but think that the efforts of the advocates of peace will be crowned 
with peculiar success so long as they enforce the great principles of Christiani- 
ty respecting war, and the entire discrepancy of the Christian with the warlike 
character. There are strong reasons to believe that the cause of peace will 
soon be numbered among the great objects of public interest and benevolence. 

Yours, respectfully, J. Lorp. 

Boston, May 29, 1837. 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
To the Board of Directors of the American Peace Society. 
GENTLEMEN, 

At the close of the public meeting in New York, at the late anniversary 
of the American Peace Society, the members met for the choice of officers, 
and 8S. V. 8. WripeRr, Esy., the chairman of the meeting, was chosen Presi- 
dent. He promptly declined the office, nominated me, and put it to vote. I 
was chosen, and the meeting broke up before I had time to decline; but if I 
had declined, there was no time to choose a suitable person to fill the office. 
As the Board of Directors have the power to fill all vacancies, I now take this 
opportunity to resign the office to which I was chosen. I am willing to be the 
humble servant of the society ; but I do not think it will comport with the honor 
of the society, or agree with my own feelings, for me to be the head. As it 
will be necessary to publish the annual report before the board will have an op- 
portunity to choose another president, and secure his acceptance, rather thau 
the society should he without a president, I am willing my name shuuld stand 
at the head of the list of officers for the present, expecting the Board will lose 
no time in choosing a person who will fill the office with more honor and ad- 
vantage than I can. Yours, respectfully, Wa. Lapp. 

Boston, May 27, 1837. 
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WHIPPLE & DAMRELL, 


Printers, Booksellers and Stationers, 
No. 9 CORNHILL, BOSTON, 


—Publish the following Works— 


THE YOUNG CHRISTIAN; or a familiar Llustration of Christian Duty. By Rev. Ja- 
cos ABBOTT. 

THE CORNER STONE; or a familiar Illustration of the Principles of Christian Truth. 
‘* Jesus Christ himself being the chief Corner Stone.” By Rev. Jacos Assorr. 


THE WAY TO DO GOOD; or the Christian Character mature. The Sequel to the Young 
Christian and Corner Stone. By Rev. Jacop Asportt. 


THE BIBLICAL ANALYSIS; ora Topical Arrangement of the Instructions of the Holy 


Compiled by J. U. Parsons. 
TEMPERANCE TALES. By the author of ‘* My Mother's Gold Ring.” 
There are now 14 numbers belonging to this very useful and interesting series, and upwards 
of 200,000 copies have been sold since their first publication. 
The numbers from } to 12 are also neatly bound in cloth, making three volumes of about 
250 pages each. 
No. t.—My MOTHER’s GOLD RING. 
No. 2.—WILpD DICK AND GOOD LITTLE ROBIN. 
No. 3.—1 AM AFRAID THERE IS A GOD. 
No. 4.—a SECTARIAN THING. 
No. 5.—GRoGGY HARBOR. 
No. 6.—RIGHT OPPOSITE. 
No. 7.—-FRITZ HAZELL. 
No. 8.—JOHNNY HODGES. 
No, 9.—a WORD IN SEASON, 
No. 10.—sEED TIME AND HARVEST. 
No. 11.—AN IRISH HEART. 
No. 12,— WELL ENOUGH FOR THE VULGAR. 
No. 13.—NANCY LE BARON, 
No. 14.—k11TY GRAFTON. 
[From the Journal of the Am. Temperance Union.] 

‘© We say, let these Tales be widely circulated through the land. Let them be given to eve- 
ry young man and maiden, and to every child in our Sabbath schools. Above all, let them be 
thrust into the house of every distiller and rum-seller; and if they do not break up by their in- 
fluence their horrid business, it is because that business has destroyed every feeling of human- 
ity and tenderness in their breasts.” 


AN ARGUMENT FOR EARLY TEMPERANCE; addressed to the Youth of the United 
States. By Epwarp Hitcncock, Professor of Chemistry and Natural Philosophy in Amherst 
College. 


THE NAZARITE;; or the Letter and Spirit of the Bible on the use of Wine. By an Absti- 
nence Man. 


ESSAY ON THE COMPARATIVE ADVANTAGES OF WRITTEN AND EXTEM. 
PORANEOUS SERMONS. By Josern A. Warne, A. M 
AIDS TO DEVOTION. Including Watts’ Guide to Prayer. 


JAY’S LECTURES. The Christian contemplated in a Course of Lectures, delivered in 
Argyle Chapel, Bath. By Witu1am Jay. 18mo. Boston stereotype edition. 


BAXTER’S CALL. To which are added several valuable Essays. 


THREE EXPERIMENTS OF LIVING.—Living within the Means. Living up to the 
Means. Living beyond the Means. 


This is a useful, practical work, of which about 25,000 copies have been sald within a few 
mon hs. 


ELINOR FULTON, A Sequel to Three Experiments of Living. 


with engravings. 
THE FARM HOUSE. Account of a Visit toa Farm Yard, explaining in a simple manner, 
the various processes of a Farm, to amuse and interest young children. With engravings. 


DIALOGUE STORIES. Stories and Conversations between Parents and Children, giving 
them familiar instruction incommon, every-day Duties. By Marianne, Author of “ Right and 
Wrong.’? With engravings. 

TWO STRANGE GIRLS; o1 the entertaining History of the Young Davenports and their 
Cousins. With a copperplate engraving. 


The four last named are uniform in size and appearance, and adapted to children of v.ti- 
ous ages under twelve years. They are edited by Rev. Jacos Asport. 





THE PEEP OF DAY. This work is a very simple and lucid explanation of the great | 
truths of Revelation, adapted to the comprehension of the youngest child. It is a late English | 
work, thoroughly revised, and adapted to the tastes and habits of this country. Ornamented | 





Scriptures. Adapted to the use of Ministers, Sabbath School and Bible Class Teachers, &c. | 











Dern oor ements omen cate 





















































ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 


Tue ApvocaTE oF Peace, a quarterly of 200 pages a 
year, devoted, 1. To discussions of subjects connected with 
the cause of peace; 2. To notices of current publications 
involving its principles or iaterests; 3. To intelligence con- 
cerning its progress, and the general state of the world as 
affecting this cause. 

Terms. One dollar payable on delivery of the first number. 
Seven copies for $5, and fifteen for $10, sent to one address. 
A liberal discount to auxiliary societies. & Friends of the 
cause are earnestly desired to take it themselves, and procure 
other subscribers. 

To Ministers of the Gospel.—As their residence is frequently changed, as 
some are occasionally removed by death, and others may possibly grow weary 
in this department of well-doing, it becomes necessary to request, that all 
ministers, desirous of having the Advocate continued after the current year, 
on condition of their preaching annually to their people on the subject of 
peace, should inform us within a year from this date ; such information being 
indispensable to prevent any waste or misapplication of the funds devoted to 


this cause. 

Communications relative to the concerns of the Advocate or the Society, 
may be addressed to Rev. Geo. C. BEckwirtn, Corresponding Secretary, 
or to James K, Wuippte, Treasurer; in either case, directed to the care 
of Whipple & Damrell, No. 9 Cornhill, Boston, Mass. 


AGENTS. 





Wurrrie & DaMRELL, Boston. |I. W1icox, Providence, R. I. 
Wix.u1aM Hype, Portland, Me. Stpney UnpERWoop, ) New Bed- 
E. J. LAnr, Dover, N. H. Wiii1aM C. Tasor, ord, Mass. 
A. Berry, Hanover, Dart. Col. Ezra CouuieEr, New York, 144 Nas- 
E. P. Watton, Montpelier, Vt. sau Street. 


WixiiraM Sressins, N. Haven, Ct.) D. CooLtenGe, 342 Pearl Street,N. Y. 
A» >HeEvus Kines.ey, Norwich, “| NarHan Kure, Philadelphia, 50 N. 
F CANFIELD, Hartford, 66 4th Street. 


PEACE PUBLICATIONS, 


*OR SALE AT THE SOCIETY'S GENERAL DEPOSITORY, 
NO. SS CORNHILL. 


DYMOND’S ESSAYS ON WAR, with or without Grimké’s Notes, and 
other writings on Peace,—the ablest w ork in the English language on the ques- 
tion, whether the gospel condemns all war. 

DISSE RTATION ON A CONGRESS OF NATIONS. By a a Friend of 
Peace. 

AMERICAN ADVOCATE OF PEACE, back nos. bound or otherwise. 

HARBINGER OF PEACE, 3 vols. bound. 

UPHAM’S MANUAL OF PEACE; a very able and interesting work. 

SERMONS ON WAR. By Tuomas T. Stone. 

Mr. LADD’S four vols. for Sabbath Schools. 

ADDRESS TO LADIES ON PEACE—what they can and should do in 
its behalf. 

OBSTACLES AND OBJECTIONS TO THE CAUSE OF PEACE. 
By a Layman. 

“PEACE STORIES FOR CHILDREN. 

TRACTS of the Am. Peace Society, first and second series. 

TR. AC TS of the London Peace Society, thirteen numbers. 





















































